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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


December 27) 1088 , 


Dam delighted to send my warm congratulations to 
all those marking the twenty-fitth Anniversary of 
Service tO the nation of the Uss INDEPENDENCE, 


Dhis significant milestone presents a fine oppor 
tunity for me to join Bl! Americans in @xpressing 
Appreciation for this ships many and Varied con 
tributions to the defense of freedom, 


For a quarter-century the USS INDEPENDENCE has 
answered the call to duty whenever and wherever 

the need arose. Whether it was in the Caribbean, 

the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean or the 
Eastern Mediterranean, its presence alone often 
provided the essential edge of maritime superi- 

Ority necessary to preserve the peace, When 
deterrence failed, INDY and her pilots bravely 

Sortied Into harms way, prevailed in combnt, 

and carried Out itS Mission. 


On this happy occasion, | salute the officers 

and crew of the USS INDEPENDENCE, past, present, 
and future, for your sacrifice and devoted service 

to the nation and the cause of world peace, 


Wee tad (oan 
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Captain Dougherty is a native of.Pottsville, Pennsylvania and 
received an appointment to the Naval Academy, earning his 
commission in June 1958 and designation as a Naval Aviator in 
January 1960. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, California with a Masters Degree in Operations 
Research. . 


Captain Dougherty’s sea tours include deployments with VS-27 
embarked in USS VALLEY FORGE, USS RANDOLPH, USS 
ESSEX and USS INTREPID. In November 1967 he completed 
two combat tours in Southeast Asia flying with VA-94 and VA-112 
from USS TICONDEROGA and USS BON HOMME 
RICHARD. He served as the Executive Officer of VA-93 and 
assumed command of that squadron in June 1975 aboard USS 
MIDWAY when the ship and airwing shifted homeport to Japan. 
Upon completion of nuclear power training, Captain Dougherty 
reported to USS NIMITZ as Navigator and Operations Officer. 


Selected for ship command, he reported to USS IWO JIMA as 
Commanding Officer in January 1981 and his vessel served as the 
flagship for amphibious deployment MARG 1-81, winning the 
Arleigh Burke Fleet Trophy. 


Tours ashore include an assignment as Strategic Forces Analyst at 
the John Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, a position as Advisor and Staff Analyst for the Chief 
of Naval Operations and a brief tour as Associate Chairman of the 
Mathematics Department at the Naval Academy. Just prior to 
assuming command of USS INDEPENDENCE, he was Assistant 
Chief of Staff (Readiness) for Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet. 


His personal awards include the Legi f Merit, two Meritori 
Service Medals, Air Medals, RAL Costeanndiction Modal and the CAP TAIN WILLIAM A. 


Navy Achievement Medal. DOUGHERTY, JR. 


Captain Dougherty, his wife Patricia and children Linda, Laura, 


Wits: and Chaneéesia't ‘rate nines" S*™ COMMANDING OFFICER 
A MESSAGE TO THE CREW 


As you flip through the pages of this Silver Anniversary Cruisebook, whether you’re an INDY sailor, pilot, parent, wife or friend, 
I truly hope you'll feel a strong sense of history and achievement. 


The journals in the ship’s historical log will remember it as “The Combat Cruise of ’83-’84.” South to the Caribbean, east to 
the coast of Lebanon and north to the Arctic Circle, the crew of this fine ship helped mark a proud 25th anniversary in a historical 
and unique fashion. 


Whatever medals and awards may come our way as a result of this combat cruise, the greatest reward lies with the memories 
we will carry with us forever. The vital rescue mission “Operation Urgent Fury” in Grenada, the all-important support role off 
the coast of Lebanon and the physical challenges of ““Teamwork ’84” in the Arctic are accomplishments only the Silver Anniversary 
Indy/Air Wing Six team will be able to savor. 


In addition to the unique combat environment of this cruise, we hit some interesting ports: Haifa, Israel, during Christmas, 
Naples in January, a brief jaunt to Istanbul and a full week in Portsmouth, England. Whether our visitors were interested Israelis 
or the Secretary of the Navy, it is all documented here within these colorful pages. This book should trigger some very special 
memories. 


As Rear Admiral James Flatley III, Commander Carrier Group Eight told us in a letter to the ship’s newspaper, “you are a 
unique American citizen for having been a member of INDY’s crew during this particular deployment.” That sense of pride 
and accomplishment can be a personal thing for members of all INDY families, something which can taka root and grow as 
we look back on this 25th Anniversary cruise years from now. 


It has indeed been my pleasure to serve as your Commanding Officer during the historic Combat Cruise of °83-'84. As we go 
our separate ways over the months and years down the road, we will have this lasting memory to link us all together. This 
cruisebook can serve as a tie between friendships that were born within INDY’s passageways and decks. The Indy/Air Wing 
Six team can be proud of this cruise. Protect your memories the way you've protected the peace in a troubled world this past 
year. 


May our biggest accomplishment during the Combat Cruise be one of showing the world how very proud we are to be peace-loving 
Americans, dedicated to the ideals of freedom and independence. 


Sincerely, 
4 Capt. William A. Dougherty, Jr. 


a I a Ra i I 


CAPTAIN HUGH A. 
MERRILL 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


Captain Merrill enlisted as a Naval Aviation Cadet in 1960. After 
he was commissioned an Ensign and received his Navy Wings 
in June 1962. He attended Yale University and received a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in International Relations from the Naval 
Postgraduate School. Subsequent to flight training he transited 
to A-4’s and joined his first squadron, VA-172 aboard USS F. 
D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42). After completing three years with 
VA-172, Captain Merrill reported to VA-56 in January 1966 and 
served as Weapons Training Officer and Safety Officer, 
completing two combat tours aboard USS TICONDEROGA 
(CVA-14) and USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65). Captain Merrill 
was then ordered to Instructor duty at VA-174 flying the then 
new A-7A Corsair II aircraft. From VA-174, Captain Merrill 
reported to the Naval Postgraduate School and thence to USS 
F. D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) as Assistant Strike Operations ° 
and Training Officer in March 1971. In February 1973 Captain E 
Merrill reported to the Armed Forces Staff College. Upon 
completion he was ordered to Carrier Air Wing EIGHT where 
he served as Operations Officer until June 1976 when he received 
orders to VA-72 as Executive Officer and subsequently assumed 
command of that squadron from April 1978 through July 1979. 
Captain Merrill was then attached to the Office of Legislative 
Affairs in Washington, D. C. from August 1979 through October 
1981. Captain Merrill reported aboard USS INDEPENDENCE 
(CV-62) as Executive Officer in May 1982. Captain Merrill has 
be en awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, sixteen Air Medals, 
two Navy Commendation Medals with Combat “V” and various 
unit, campaign, and service medals. He has over 1000 carrier 
arrested landings. 


Captain Merrill is married to the former Anne Rhett Taylor of 
Jacksonville, Florida. Captain and Mrs. Merrill have one son, 
Charles Rhett. 


CAPTAIN GEORGE P. 
LOVE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


Captain George P. Love entered the Navy in June 1958. In July of 1959 
he entered the United States Naval Academy and was commissioned an 
ensign upon graduation in June 1963. From August 1963 until November 
1964 he served as Damage Control Assistant on USS WALKER (DD-517). 


Following his tour on the WALKER, Captain Love reported to flight 
training. In October 1966, after completing his flight training, he reported 
to Air-Anti Submarine Squadron 41 where he served until July 1971. In 
August 1971, he reported to the Naval Post Graduate School for a year 
of study. After which he returned to VS-28. 


In February 1973, Captain Love received orders to VS-29 where he served 
as Maintenance Officer for three years. In March of 1976, he reported to 
Naval Air Systems Command to serve as a Project Officer. 


Following another brief tour at VS-41 from May until August 1977, Captain 
Love reported to VS-22, embarked in USS SARATOGA (CV-61), where 
he was Executive Officer and later commanded the squadron. Following 
his tour as Commanding Officer of VS-22, Captain Love, in May 1980, 
joined the staff of Commander, Carrier Group Two. 


While on the staff of Command er, Carrier Group Two, Captain Love served 
as Assistant for Air Operations (Plans and Exercises). In 1981, he was on 
the staff of Battle Force, Sixth Fleet, during the Gulf of Sidra Incident. 


In June 1982, he reported to Commander VS Wing One where he served 
as Chief Staff Officer. In November 1983, Captain Love reported to USS 
INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) and assumed duties as Executive Officer. 


Captain Love is married to the former Ester Pauline Sullivan. The Loves 
have two children, Julie, age 9, and Geoffrey, 7. 


Captain Love has been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, the Battle Efficiency E and the National Defense 
Service Medal. - 


Jerry O. Tuttle was born in Hatfield, Indiana on December 18, 1934. 
He enlisted in the Navy in March 1955. Shortly thereafter, he was 
selected for the Naval Aviation Cadet (NAVCAD) Program. He 
reported to Pensacola, Florida in July 1955, and was designated 
a Naval Aviator upon completion of flight training in October 1956. 


Assignments in his career include: Staff of Commander Naval Air 
Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet; Executive Officer, Attack Squadrons 
VA-174 and VA-81; Aide and Flag Lieutenant to Commander in 
Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet; Attack Squadrons VA-44, VA-15 and 
VA-112; Fighter Squadron VF-112; and Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations. He has commanded Attack Squadron 81, Carrier Air 
Wing THREE, USS KALAMAZOO (AOR 6), USS JOHN F. 
KENNEDY (CV-67), and Carrier Group EIGHT. He was assigned 
as Specialist Assistant to the Chief of Naval Operations and as 
Deputy Director for Intelligence and External Affairs at the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. Prior to assuming command as Commander 
Carrier Group TWO/Commander Battle Force Sixth Fleet he was 
Commander Carrier Group EIGHT. 


He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Communications 
Engineering from the Naval Post Graduate School in 1963, where 
he attended the undergraduate and_ postgraduate schools 
simultaneously. In 1968, he attended the Naval War College at 
Newport, Rhode Island. He received his Masters Degree in 
International Relations from Geo rge Washington University and 
graduated from the Command and Staff School, with honors, in 
July 1969. 


He has been awarded the Defense Superior Service Med al, Legion 
of Merit, two Distinguished Flying Crosses, two Meritorious Service 
Medals, 23 Air Medals (18 strike/flight and five individual awards), 
four Navy Commendation Medals, and various other campaign 
awards. He flew 210 combat missions over North Vietnam and has 


RADM JERRY @) J WOM MH > made more than 1,000 arrested carrier landings. He was the 
; : recipient of the 1978 Navy League’s John Paul Jones Award for 

inspirational leadership. 

COMMANDER, inspirational leadership 


CARRIER GROUP TWO ae is scoarbiag to et eae Barbara Bonifay of Pensacola, Florida. 
ey have five children: Michael (25), Vicky (23), Mark (15), 
COMMANDER, BATTLE FORCE SIXTH FLEET Stephen (13) and Monique (11). 


A MESSAGE TO THE CREW 


BON VOYAGE. “As you lose sight of the prudential building off your starboard quarter and sail toward still another theater 
to conquer, take with you the knowledge and self satisfaction of having done a job extraordinarily well. By every measure, 
Impeccable INDY has excelled. 


Four months ago you steamed into this maritime cul-de-sac with a flank bell and ready in all respect for every imaginable 
eventuality. Tested immediately, the INDY/CVW-6 team demonstrated its mettle. For 106 days of the 117 days that you 
were a vital component of SIXTHFLT, you were fully mission ready, and always on alert. On every signal, you responded 
flawlessly and expeditiously, equaling or exceeding all time standards.°On those brief and in frequent occasions that you 
alit on terra firma, you were the finest possible ambassadors of goodwill, exhibiting flawless demeanors. As a flagship, no 
commander has been better served or made to feel more welcome. 


Appropriately, while serving our great nation’s interests, you celebrated the Silver Anniversary of an illustrious marriage 
between country, INDY and TACAIR. Born of tradition, nurtured by pride, John Hancock, I am confident would be pleased 
to pen his signature of approval. Although approaching senior citizen status in the family of carriers, venerable INDY is 
still very much young at heart, hale, spirited and presents an appearance that others less advanced must view with envy. 


Brilliantly led and crewed, the INDY/CVW-6 team has completed another exciting and most noteworthy chapter in the 
annuals of naval aviation. Go now proudly with our gratitude, admiration and best wishes. Upon the joyous occasion of reunion 
with loved ones, momentarily reflect and swell with pride knowing that you have been in the arena, served with honor and 
made a major contribution. AU REVIOR. 


-RADM RICHARD C. BERRY 
COMMANDER, 
| CRUISER- DESTROYER -GROUP EIGHT 


~RADM JAMES H. FLATLEY III 
OMMANDER, CARRIER GROUP 


Rear Admiral Richard C. Berry received his commission in June 
1954 following attendance at Officer Candidate School in Newport, 
R. I. He is a graduate of Bates College in Lewiston, Maine, and 
George Washington University where he received a Master of 
Science Degree. 


Rear Admiral Berry’s sea tours included command of USS 
ACOKEEK (ATA-181), USS HARTLEY (DE-1029), USS 
' CONYNHAM (DDG-17), and USS WAINWRIGHT (CG-28). 
While in command of USS WAINWRIGHT, the ship was awarded 
the cruiser Battle Efficiency ‘“E”’, five Departmental Awards, and ~ 
was the recipient of the Marjorie Sterrett Battleship Fund Award 
as the most operational ready ship in the Atlantic Fleet. 


His tours ashore have included duty with the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel as a detailer, the Joint Staff, Headquarters, European 
Command, and as the Executive Secretary to the Chief of Naval 
Operations for Joint Chiefs of Staff matters. When selected for 
promotion to flag rank, then Captain Berry was serving on the Staff 
of Commander, Naval Surface Force, Atlantic as the Assistant Chief 
of Staff for Readiness and Training. Prior to his return to the Naval 
Surface Force, Atlantic staff as Deputy Commander, Rear Admiral 
Berry served as Inspector General for the Commander-in-Chief, U. 
S. Atlantic Fleet and Atlantic Command. He assumed command 
of Cruiser-Destroyer Group EIGHT on August 10, 1982. 


Rear Admiral Berry’s decorations include the Legion of Merit with 
one Gold Star, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation 
Medal, and Army Commendation Medal. 


He is married to the former Patricia A. Kendrigan of Chicago, IL. 
They have two children: Thomas and Denise. 


Rear Admiral James H. Flatley, III, graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy with the class of 1956. In 1957, he was designated a Naval 
Aviator and served with VF-33 for three Mediterranean 
deployments. 


After graduation from Test Pilot School in 1962, RADM Flatley 
was assigned to the Flight Test Division where he worked 
extensively in the testing of new aircraft and aircraft systems in 
the shipboard environment. 


Following two Mediterranean deployments as Carrier Air Wing 
THREE LSO in USS SARATOGA, RADM Filatley reported to 
VF-213 in 1967, deploying twice to Vietnam’s waters aboard USS 
KITTY HAWK. He served as Executive Officer of VF-31 in the 
Mediterranean and assumed command of that squadron in combat 
waters off Vietnam in May 1972. The squadron was awarded both 
the Battle “E” and the CNO Safety Award for its combat 
performance. 


Rear Admiral Flatley then served as Fighter Training Officer for 
Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet prior to assuming 
command of Carrier Air Wing SEVEN aboard USS INDE- 
PENDENCE and_= subsequent command of the USS 
CALOOSAHATCHEE. He then served as Executive Assistant and 
Senior Aide to the Vice Chief of Naval Operations until assuming 
command of USS SARATOGA in July 1979. 


Following 17 months of battle group operations, RADM Flatley 
sailed SARATOGA to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard for the 
28-month Service Life Extension Program. The crew of USS 
SARATOGA was awarded the coveted Admiral Arleigh Burke 
Award and RADM Filatley was honored by the Navy League with 
its John Paul Jones Award for inspirational leadership. 


In October 1981, RADM Flatley assumed command of Naval 
Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois. He assumed command of © 
Carrier Group EIGHT, homeported in Norfolk, Virginia, in April 
1983. 


Rear Admiral Flatley is married to the former Nancy Monica 4 
Christi and they have three sons and three daughters. . 


Master Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate James A. Malone has 
served the Navy for more than 26 years in many varied 
assignments. Since his enlistment in 1958, Master Chief 
Malone’s tours include aboard USS NANATHALA, Patrol 
Squadron 49, USS LA SALLE, River Division 571, Commander 
Operational Test and Evaluation Force, Naval Air Station 
Bermuda and USS INDEPENDENCE. ; 


Some career highlights include participation in the Cuban 
Missile Crisis with Patron 49, more than 250 combat patrols 
with River Division 571 in Vietnam and more recently 
“Operation Urgent Fury” off Grenada while onboard the USS 
INDEPENDENCE. 


Master Chief Malone is a qualified Enlisted Surface and Air 
Warfare Specialist, Riverine Boat Captain, Patrol Officer and 
Air Crewman. He is one of the primary forces behind a strong 
enlisted warfare specialist program aboard INDEPEND- 
ENCE. 


The Command Master Chief’s decorations include the Bronze 
Star, Navy Commendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal 
and the Navy Marine Corps Combat Action Ribbon. 


Master Chief Malone and his wife Jeannie reside with their % : 


three daughters in Newport News, Virginia. a = 
ABCM JAMES A. MALONE 
COMMAND MASTER CHIEF 


Master Chief Sewell entered the Navy in June, 1961 and received 
initial recruit training at NTC, Great Lakes, Illinois and attended 
AO “A” school in NTTC, Jacksonville, Florida prior to being 
transferred to USS MIDWAY in Alameda, California. He was 
reassigned in March, 1963 to AO “B” school in NTTC, Jacksonville, 
Florida and subsequently to USS SHANGRI-LA CVA-38 in 
Mayport, Florida. Following sea duty he was assigned to 
AIRDEVRON FIVE at NAS OCEANA, Virginia, in March 1966. 
In March 1968 Master Chief Sewell was detailed to ATKRON 
THIRTY SIX out of NAS CECIL FIELD, Florida where he made 
two extended deployments on USS INTREPID CVS-11 and USS 
FORRESTAL CVA-59. In September of 1971 he was again 
reassigned to AIRDEVRON FIVE at NAS OCEANA, Virginia. 


In April 1974 he was transferred to Fleet Training Center, Norfolk, 
Virginia where he attended Tidewater Community College under 
the ADCOP program. Upon graduation he was assigned to USS 
INDEPENDENCE CV-62 in February of 1976. Upon completion 
of this tour he was detailed to CINCLANTFLT at Norfolk, Virginia 
with follow on assignment to CARAIRWINGSIX as Command 
Master Chief in November 1982, his current command. 


Master Chief Sewell holds the Navy Commendation Medal, Navy 
Achievement Medal, the Navy Unit Commendation, Navy 
Expeditionary Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Viet 
Nam Service Medal in addition to numerous other service awards. 


He is married and resides in Shiloh, North Carolina with his wife 
Shelia and sons Shawn and Mark. 


_ AOCM WILMOT L. SEWELL 
MASTER CHIEF AVIATION ORDNANCEMAN 
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HARRY H. “SKIP” 
JOHNSON JOUR- 
NALIST FIRST CLASS 


SAILOR OF THE YEAR 


Journalist First Class (Air Warfare) “Skip” Johnson enlisted 
in September of 1974 and attended recruit training at RTC 
Orlando, Florida, where he was presented the American Spirit 
Honor Award as the most outstanding recruit in his training 
battalion. After attending Personnelman “A” School at Naval 
Technical Training Center, Meridian, Mississippi, he was 
assigned to the Naval Administrative Command at Naval 
Training Center, San Diego. 


Petty Officer Johnson reenlisted in 1978 for conversion to the 
Journalist rating and after graduating from the Defense 
Information School at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana with 
honors, he reported to the Navy Broadcasting Detachment, 
Clark Air Base, Republic of the Philippines in June 1979. 
While at Clark, JO1(AW) Johnson served as the News and 
Sports Director for the Far East Network Philippines radio 
and television service. He was awarded the Air Force 
Commendation Medal and a Chief of Information Award for 
excellence in radio news during his assignment. 


Since reporting to the USS INDEPENDENCE in August 
1981, Petty Officer Johnson has received four additional Chief 
of Information Awards, including two for radio news, one for 
Printed Editorial Commentaries and most recently a First 
Place Award for the TV2 News team. While aboard INDY 
he has been awarded the Navy Commendation Medal and 
three Navy Achievement medals in his role as the ship’s 
Public Affairs Supervisor. The crew recognizes him as the 
INDY’s newscaster and radio disc jockey. 


JO1(AW) Johnson is single and retains permanent residence 
in San Diego, California. 


SAILORS OF THE 
MONTH 


HT3 BRICK WOODRUFF 
DP3 DALE HOUSE 


SH2 JOHN PENIX 
JO1l SKIP JOHNSON 
ABH3 RICARDO GALLANDO 
ABEAN ANTHONY VALES 
ABH2 SAMUEL BOGART 


—_INDY FACTS— 


Length 

Height 

Extreme Beam Width 
Flight Deck Area 
Telepftones Onboard 
Operational Displacement 
Horsepower 

Top Speed 

Fuel Consumption 
Berthing Capacity 
Propellors 

Anchors 

Chain 

Rudders 

Deck Elevators 
Electrical Capability 
Miles Traveled 

Meals served 

Man Hours Worked 
Total Pay Of Cruise 
Number Completed Pace 
Water Distilled Daily 
Number Of TV’s Onboard 
Sorties Flown 


1,047 feet 

equals 25 story building 

252 feet 

4.1 acres (83 yards wide X 346 yards long) 
2,300 

80,000 tons 

300,000 shaft horsepower 

33 knots 

approx 150,000 gallons fuel per day 
5,200 men 

21 feet in diameter 

(2) weight 30 tons each 

350 links per chain, 360 pounds per link 
(2) 45 tons each 

(4) 79,000 pounds capacity each 
equals that of a city of 40,000 people 
over 50,000 on deployment 

2,640,000 for deployment 

20,680,000 on deployment 

over $250,000 each payday times 12 
240 

a maximum of 350,000 gallons 

over 250 

8,700 


USS INDEPENDENCE CV-62 is the fifth proud United States Navy ship 
_ to bear the name. The first, a ten gun continental sloop, was commissioned 

in 1776 under the command of Captain James Young. 

The second INDEPENDENCE, commissioned in 1815, was a 74 gun vessel, 

originally serving as flagship for Commodore Bainbridge’s Mediterranean 

Squadron. 


A cargo steamer for the Naval Overseas Transportation Service was 

commissioned as the third USS INDEPENDENCE in 1918. At the close of 

World War I she was turned over to non-military use as “City of Norfolk”. 
| CVL-22 was commissioned as the fourth INDEPENDENCE in 1943 under 

the commund of Captain C. R. Fairlands. As one of the first aircraft carriers 

converted from a cruiser hull at the height of World War II, she saw action 
| in the Pacific, winning eight battle stars. 
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Battle Group 


Throughout the deployment, our thoughts wandered 
back to our homeport in Virginia. The areas 
surrounding Tidewater have become “home,” regardless 
of ties with birthplaces and towns we grew up in. The 
Tidewater area — Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, 
Chesapeake, Ocean View and outlying neighborhoods 
hold special meaning for us whether we’re in port or 
overseas. 


The crew enjoys a special boost whenever a Tidewater 
newspaper finds it way around the ship. The Norfolk 
Naval Base newspaper, Soundings, is eagerly read 
whenever it is circulated. 


In short, wherever we hang our hats in Virginia, it is 
indeed a special place to come home to. With our 
families and friends there to greet us, a Virginia 
homecoming has got to be one of the finest a fleet can 
have. The men of INDEPENDENCE and Carrier Air 
Wing SIX salute our Tidewater neighbors — a big 
reason for protecting the rights and freedoms we all 
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-10 Apr 84 
9-11 Apr 84 
11 Apr 84 
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SHIPBOARD 
LIFE 


5 Dec 83. 


23-27 Dee 83 
25 Dee 83- 
6-13 Jan 84 — 
10 Jan 84 
6 Feb 84 
7 Feb 84 
2 Mar 84 
3 Mar. 84 
7 Mar 84 
11-22 Mar 84 
24-31 Mar 84 
31 Mar-10 Apr 84 
9-11 Apr 84 
11 Apr 84 


“Port of Naples, Italy 


“95th Anniversary, SECNAV. Visit 


16 Hours in Istanbul, Turkey 

Withdrawal of U. S. Troopseftom Lebanon 
Orders for INDY to-go to North Atlantic 
Depart “Beno Station” / Crossdeck JFK 
Outchop Med 

Teamwork °84 

Port of Portsmouth, England 

Transit Atlantic 

INSURV 

Homecoming - Norfolk, Virginia 
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1959-1960 


Just one week before the USS IN- 
DEPENDENCE began its life, Alaska 
was admitted as the 49th state. In 
September of 1959, Soviet Premier 
Nikita Krushchev paid a visit to the 
United States. The U.S. launched its 
first weather satellite, “Tiros I” on April 
Fools’ Day, 1960 and later that month 
Congress approved a strong voting 
rights act. In May, a U.S. U-2 reconnais- 
sance plane was shot down in the Soviet 
Union, which caused a key summit in 
Paris to be cancelled. The autumn of 
1960 found the U.S. Embassy in Panama 
attacked by mobs due to a controversy 
over flying of U.S. and Panamanian 
flags. 


Clears the Brooklyn Bridge 
by 8’ 
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1959-1960 


As 1959 began, the fifth USS INDEPENDENCE was almost ready to take 
its place in the fleet. January 10 was the big day. The Secretary of the 
Navy Thomas 8S. Gates and the Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Arleigh 
A. Burke were on hand for the commissioning ceremony at Brooklyn Naval 
Shipyard. 


A series of historic firsts followed the commissioning. On March 2, Lt. 
Cmdr. Grady R. Gay made the first arrested landing in a TF-1. On May 
2, Lt. Vincent L. Knaus made the first catapult shot. The first jet landed 
on board by Lt. Leonard F. Vogt on May 12; he was flying an A-4D. May 
12 was also the date of the first aircraft mishap on the INDEPENDENCE. 
Lt. Walter B. Shaw was lost when his F8U-1 crashed during a catapult 
shot. 


With the USS CLAUDE JONES (DE-1033) in company, the INDEPEN- 
DENCE sailed into Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, on May 28 for 


In February 1960, the INDEPENDENCE provided a deck to conduct 
carrier suitability tests on the new F-4 fighter. Later in the month, the 
CNO returned, this time with Secretary of the Navy William B. Franke, 
for a change of command ceremony for Commander in Chief, Atlantic 
Fleet. In April Prince Muhammad of Jordan visited the Navy’s newest 
carrier. 


On May 13, INDY men brought their families on board for a dependents 
cruise. One day later, the INDY entered Norfolk Naval Shipyard for a 
final tune-up before the upcoming deployment. 


On August 4, the families had to watch from the pier as the 

INDEPENDENCE departed for its first Mediterranean deployment. On 

the first trip to the Med, INDY visited Mallorca, Sardinia, Furmicino, 

ee Athens, Naples, Palermo, Genoe and spent Christmas back in 
aples. 


the first foreign port visit. On June 30, INDEPENDENCE arrived in 
Norfolk for the first time. 
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Captain William A. Dougherty, Jr. became Commanding Officer, USS 
INDEPENDENCE during a change of command ceremony on a sunny 
7 June 1983, as the ship rested at Pier 7, Norfolk Naval Station. 


Immediately following the ceremony, Commodore Jerry C. Breast, 
outgoing commanding officer, was frocked to his present rank by his wife 
and Vice Admiral Thomas J. Kilcline, Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet. 


. Rear Admiral James E. Service, President of the Naval War College at 

Newport, Rhode Island, delivered the opening remarks. Admiral Service 

was INDY’s commanding officer from 25 June 1975 to 29 March 1977. 
27 
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-1 Division, the INDEPENDENCE Person- 

nel Office, provides personnel man- 

agement for the crew. This is the first 
“customer service’ stop for all newly reporting 
personnel aboard INDY. 


The Personnelmen of X-1 provide information for 
general education, job training, requirements for 
promotion, and personnel rights and benefits. 
The Personnel Office prepares appropriate 
manning documents, prepares transactions 
affecting pay and allowances, maintains service 
records, and ensures the transfer and receipt of 
INDY crewmembers. Throughout a_ crew- 
member’s tour, the Personnel Office stands 
ready to provide expert service with complete 
customer satisfaction guaranteed. 


CWO2 H. H. PNC E. L. 

Groombridge Claibome 
| a = 2 . 
o 


350 


PNSR P. 
Robinson 


OOo HZ 


| 
CDK B. B. WATERMAN, III 
SLEP Coordinator 


SLEP 


he SLEP Coordinator is tasked with overseeing the 
extensive planning effort needed to support the aircraft 
carrier Service Life Extension Program (CV SLEP). 


The primary objective of the program is to continue USS 


INDEPENDENCE as an effective, reliable, combat-ready 
national asset until the year 2000. To accomplish this task, 
more than one million man-days of repairs and a half million 
man-days of modernization alterations have to be identified, 
reviewed and assigned to the appropriate activities for 
accomplishment. 


Numerous outside activities are involved in this process, 
and the SLEP Coordinator, as the primary interface with 
these organizations, promotes smooth and harmonious 
relations between them and ship’s force personnel. 
Additionally, he is the ship’s focal point for maintaining 
continuous information transfer between the different 
organizations. 


All in all, the job commands considerable responsibility. It 
encompasses the entire length and breadth of the ship and 
will impact INDEPENDENCE for the remainder of the 20th 
century. 


ver the past 25 years, the Chaplain’s Office 

on board INDEPENDENCE has left its mark 

in the form of crew welfare projects and 
community relations. 


In 1966, the chaplains spearheaded a charity drive, 
raising $12,440 and 6,000 pounds of goods for 
children orphaned by an earthquake in Turkey. 1969 
saw completion of the ship’s ‘“‘Chapel of Devotion,” 
a quiet sanctuary for private prayer and meditation. 
In that same year, 800 new books were added to the 
library and the circulation reached 1,500. A highlight 
of 1971 was a prayer vigil for the POW’s and MIA’s 
in Vietnam. The annual Tidewater Easter Sunrise 
Service was conducted on the flight deck in 1974. 
During the 1980 Indian Ocean deployment, Kear 
Admiral Ross Trower, Chief of Chaplains, was a 
distinguished visitor to INDEPENDENCE. In 1982 the 
remains of Lt. Cdr. N. A. Brooke were consigned to 
the sea from INDEPENDENCE. The former Vietnam 
MIA received full honors during the solemn 
ceremony. 
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alking through the massive _ structure’. of 

INDEPENDENCE, battle lantemms appear insignificant; 

however, in the event of a blackout, these lanterns 
become indispensable, and the inoperative ones insignificant. 
INDY’s 3M (Materials Maintenance Management) system is 
designed to ensure the readiness of those ‘insignificant’ 
battle lanterns as well as the readiness of the more obvious 
equipment like boilers, catapults, radios and radar. 


Ensuring the system performs properly is the responsibility 
of 3M Office personnel. They are the focal point for 
administrative supervision and coordination of all 3M-related 
information, reports and training. They monitor the 
effectiveness of the planned maintenance sub-system of 3M 
by conducting regular spot checks of the numerous work 
centers throughout INDY. 
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’ NDY’s Postal Clerks comprise X-2 Division, 
4 providing all ship’s postal services, including 
stamp sales, money orders, and claims service. 
The INDY “‘postmen” receive and process mail for 
5,000 ship’s company and air wing personnel, plus 


the embarked staff and carrier battle group. 


The Postal Clerks work long, hard hours to bolster 
crew morale by ensuring expeditious mail delivery. 
They are committed to the principle that “The mail 
must go through.” 
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-3 Division consists of the Legal, Discipline 

and Master-at-Arms offices. This division is 

responsible for all judicial actions concern- 
ing ship’s company and embarked air wing 
personnel. 


The legal section takes charge of all legal issues 
conceming military and civilian domestic, foreign 
and international law involving criminal, adminis- 
trative or civil actions. The office also provides 
legal assistance to crewmembers. 
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The Discipline Office takes care of all non-judicial 
actions and assists personnel in receiving 
compensation for lost, damaged or stolen 
property. 

The Master-at-Arms Office serves the crew 
through constant patrols and investigations of 
incidents. 
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he Captain’s Office provides admin- 

istrative services, officer personnel 

actions, control and routing of all 
mail, directives control, maintenance of 
the ship’s tickler system, and customer 
service. 
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he Print Shop provides lithographic services 

to both the ship and air wing. Noted for its fine 

performance, the Print Shop has established 
a reputation of being ‘second to none.” The LI’s of 
the Print Shop are dedicated to providing quality 
service in minimum time. 
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division frequently talked about but actually 

seen by few is the ship's brig. X-5 Division is 

made up of one officer and three permanently 
assigned enlisted personnel. The primary function of 
the brig is to assist the Commanding Officer in 
rehabilitation, safety and welfare of prisoners in a 
modernized brig facility. 
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-6, the Special Services Division, is responsi- 

ble for ensuring a variety of recreational 

sports are available for ship's company and 
the air wing. Special Services provides a variety of 
tickets for entertainment, organizes sporting events, 
provides sporting equipment, and maintains three 
shipboard weight rooms. Special Services personnel 
subscribe to the motto: ‘‘A healthy crew is a happy 
crew.” 
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aining (REFTRA) lasted from 14-23 
: Although it took place in the sunny 
: ribbean, REFTRA was all work and no play i 
- for the men ¢ of INDEPENDENCE. | 


Ake ‘oetiod when ‘the ship and her | 
crew are given the initial evaluation for . 
deployment teadiness. Numerous categories are | 
covered, and every department — indeed, every | 
individual — has a part to play. 


i nantes ae Fleet Training Command, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, visited Indy during 
é /REFTRA and put her sailors to the test. The 
‘= ® crew's efforts were rewarded as the ship came out 
* “of REFTRA with An overall grade of “outstand- 
ing.” 


On 20 August 1983, INDY’s missile firing 
system was put to test. INDEPENDENCE 
is the first carrier in the Atlantic Fleet 
to have the RIM-7M NATO Seasparrow 
missile-system, and is the first ship in the 
fleet with a dual-directed system. 


The test involved firing four shots “at four 
guided drone missiles. INDY’s Fire Control 
Technicians had only to bring the missiles 
within close proximity of the drones for 100 
points per shot, but they “erred” and shot 
two down. The other two shots were close 
enough to score 100 points each; however, 
only three shots counted, and Indy came 


away from the test with a perfect score of . 


300. 
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BIKINI CONTEST 


Bikini-clad dreams floated every- 
where along the Ft. Lauderdale 
beachfront. A ‘‘Teenie-Weenie pase 5 

Bikini Contest” brought many of ” Paes = <r cere WEEE 
these “dreams” together and was | aa ) o, fe 
of particular interest toa crowd of iia : 
INDY-men. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Ft. Lauderdale 


The Fourth of July is of special significance to the 
men of INDEPENDENCE. Whenever possible, the 
public is involved in the crew’s observation of the 
holiday. Luckily, INDY was at anchor off Ft. 
Lauderdale on “her day” in 1983, and the ship and 
crew played host to over 1,000 visitors enjoying tours 
of INDY and a flight deck ceremony to commemorate 
the occasion. 
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TAirgraft Intermediate Maintenance Department Success and achievement aré 
MNAIMD), came into existence aboard Indy’s AIMD. In 1977, AI 
EPENDENCE in 1966. It was born asthe “excellent’*in the tough CAR 
sult of the ever-increasing complexity of new Also that year, AIMD earn 
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ofmous shop and electronics facilities | engine maintenance for the A 
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SMior to’ 1966, intermediate level maintenance _G. Patterson’s tour as AIMD 
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prehensive and. efficie i 
estab Wes tO achievers 
, an “excellent” grade Was once again 
status.On received onthe CAMSEE inspection, and 
H. Smith became AIMD won the Villard C. Sledge award for 
excellence in repair of the T-58 jet engine used ! 
in the SH-3 helicopter. 


form all shipboard 
hance in support of | More than ever, AIMD is proud of its role as 
both organizational an integral part of the Indy team. The 
prt for Indy’s utility department takes pleasure in joining the 
celebration of 25 years of INDEPENDENCE. 
Our motto says it all: “In support of the wing, 
Drovide the expert we make freedom ring!” 
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he AIMD staff division, IM-1, is made up of four 
separate work centers, each with its own branch 
Officer. 
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Maintenance Admin performs all administrative 
functions of the department. Here, all official incoming 
and outgoing correspondence is typed, routed and 
filed. In addition, the branch functions as coordinator 
for manpower personnel assignment and training. 


i twiel AVCM J. J. ADCS G. A. AQC J. C. AOC M. R. 
Production Control, the nerve center of the division, Detar Reynolds Decker Lester 


coordinates and controls the maintenance effort. ee gn ge we ome > eae | 
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Material Control orders and receives test equipment 
parts and other non-aircraft repairables. This work 
center manages AIMD funds and ensures all necessary 
repair parts are on hand. 


Quality Assurance/Analysis, as the name implies, 
monitors the quality of all work performed and 
ensures problem areas are identified. 
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M-2 Division incorporates nine work centers which 

perform intermediate maintenance on nearly all 

aircraft components. Jet engines, airframes, 
aircraft hydraulics, in-flight refueling stores, tires and 
wheels, survival equipment, and oxygen compon- 
ents all fall under IM-2’s jurisdiction. Providing oil 
analysis for INDEPENDENCE and her air wing is an 
additional duty assigned to IM-2. 


The division also operates Indy’s single C-1A aircraft, 
Miss Belle, providing COD (Carrier Onboard 
Delivery) service for personnel and mail. 
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M-3, the AIMD Avionics Division, tests, maintains and 

repairs all avionics and aircraft armament assemblies 

in support of aviation supply and the air wing. 
Maintenance and calibration of all ship and air wing 
electronics and physical precision measuring equipment 
is an additional IM-3 duty. 


While deployed, the division’s 24 work centers are in full 
operation 24 hours a day, producing approximately 
5,000 ready-for-issue items per month. Indy’s largest 
and most technically complex division, IM-3 is 
comprised of 80 ship’s company and 140 temporarily 
assigned technicians from the air wing. 
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M-4 Division, commonly known as “GSE,” or 
Ground Support Equipment Shop, maintains the 
hundreds of pieces of “yellow gear’’ seen 

throughout Indy’s hangar bay and on her flight deck. 

Proper maintenance provides high equipment 

availability for use during weapons onloads, air wing 

maintenance evolutions, flight operations, and 
logistics and aircraft movement. 
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INDEPENDENCE was honored 1 August 
1983 as the site for the change of command 
ceremony of Commander, Naval Air Force, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet (COMNAVAIRLANT). 


Vice Admiral Carol C. Smith relieved Vice 
Admiral Thomas J. Kilcline in the ceremony 
that warm Monday afternoon, as Indy rested 
at Pier 12, Norfolk Naval Station. 
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Admiral Wesley L. McDonald, com- 
mander in Chief, Atlantic and U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet, delivered the opening 
remarks for the ceremony. Admiral 
James D. Watkins, Chief of Naval 
Operations, delivered the address. 
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Tragically, the Navy was to mourn the 
ee : loss of Admiral Smith soon after the 


f < 

= change of command, as he died the 
: early afternoon of 14 October 1983. Vice 
i ; - Admiral Robert R. Dunn became 

J qZ COMNAVAIRLANT several weeks 
{ later. 
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1961-1962 


The beginning of 1961 saw the INDEPEN- 
DENCE in the Mediterranean. The ship 
visited Naples and Barcelona before return- 
ing to Norfolk on March 3. 
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In April, the INDEPENDENCE served as 
host ship for the Azalea Festival. Azalea 
Queen Linda Byrd Johnson was on hand for 
many of the festivities that were held on 
board the carrier. Also in April the ship 
suffered minor damage from a collision with — = —o 
the USS DIAMOND HEAD during a —— - Sle ee 
replenishment at sea evolution. q Aohernes x8 
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The Fourth of July saw the INDEPEN- 
DENCE celebrating in New York City, as the 
ship returned to the Brooklyn Naval 
Shipyard for a post deployment tune-up. 
Later that month, the wife of astronaut Alan 
Sheppard visited the INDY. 
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In August, INDY returned to the Med, 
relieving the USS FORRESTAL on August 
16. Three days later a serious fire broke out 
in #4 Main Machinery Room. There were no 
fatalities, but four INDY crew members 
were seriously injured. 


The INDY’s second Med deployment includ- 
ed port visits to Cannes, Athens, Istanbul, 
Rhodes, Genoa and Livorno. USS SARA- 
TOGA relieved the INDY on December 9, 
and the Big I returned to Norfolk December 
19. 


Spring of 1962 saw the INDEPENDENCE 
return to the Mediterranean. On this third 
Med deployment, the ship visited Cannes, 
Genoa, Naples, Taranto, Corfu and Gibral- 
tar. While in Cannes on the Fourth of July, 
Prince Ranier of Monaco and his wife 
Princess Grace Kelly were special visitors on 
the INDEPENDENCE. 


On August 20, the USS FORRESTAL 
relieved and the INDEPENDENCE headed 
back to Norfolk. Following only brief respite 
from the deployment, the INDEPENDENCE 
was pressed back into service in an effort to 
blockade the nation of Cuba. After the 
tensions from the Missile Crisis had passed, 
the INDEPENDENCE crew enjoyed a 
liberty call in Montego Bay, Jamaica, before 
returning to Norfolk. 
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1961-1962 

The United States severed diplomatic relations with Cuba in early 1961 after 
disputes over nationalization of U. S. firms and American military presence 
at Guantanamo Bay. An April 17th invasion of the “Bay of Pigs” in an attempt 
to overthrow the Castro regime was repulsed. America’s space program was 
in full swing, as Commander Alan Sheppard, Jr., manned the first American 
suborbital space flight and Lt. Col. John Glenn became the first American 
to orbit Feb. 20, 1962, when he circled the earth three times in the Mercury 
capsule “Friendship 7”. While NASA combed the space frontier, James 
»' Meredith forged ahead in the world of equal opportunity when he became 
» the first black student to be admitted to the University of Mississippi. 1962 
} was also the year of Cuban missile crisis and subsequent American blockade 
») which led to the dismantling of Soviet missile bases in Cuba. 
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Air Department is the second-largest department on 
INDEPENDENCE and has total responsibility for the air space 
within five miles of the ship. This includes recovery, taxi and tow 
movement, fuel storage and delivery, crash/fire protection, and 
salvage and launch of aircraft. 


Evolving through more than 20 types of aircraft over the years, 
Indy’s Air Department has established a “can-do” performance 
record second to none. During the past 25 years, Indy has pumped 
more than 500 million gallons of jet fuel, recovered more than 
275 thousand aircraft, and launched these aircraft back into the 
air in support of our great nation. 


Air Department’s large area of responsibility requires a crew of 
over 500 people made up of the Aviation Boatswain’s Mate rating 
(Equipment — ABE; Aircraft Handling — ABH; Fuels — ABF); 
Electrician’s Mate, Interior Communications Electricians and 
Yeomen. Air Department is divided into five divisions for 
effective management of responsibilities. 


CDR D. J. BRADT 


CDR D. W. BAGGETT 


Assistant Air Officer 


-O Division is the executive division. 
Responsibilities include administrative func- 


tions of the department and operational 
manning of Primary Fly Control (Pri-Fly) stations and 
the Landing Signal Officer (LSO) platform. 


The Air Boss, together with the Mini Boss, supervises 
all departmental functions. The two are ultimately 
responsible for successfully accomplishing Air 
Department’s mission: “To conduct aircraft han- 
dling, parking, launching, recovering and fueling 
operations, including control of airborne aircraft in 
the immediate vicinity of INDEPENDENCE.’ 


V-O supports the Air Boss by providing Pri-Fly phone 
talkers and status board keepers, LSO spotters and 
phone talkers, and office staff. 
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SS INDEPENDENCE’s V-1 Divisionis made up 

of some of the most highly skilled ABH’s in 

today’s Navy. The hard-working flight deck 
directors (yellow shirts), plane handlers (blue shirts) 
and crash crew men (red shirts) incorporate 
harmonious teamwork to carry out safe flight deck 
operations. 


V-1 Division carries out its duties in all types of 
weather conditions — from the warm sunshine of 
the Caribbean to the harsh cold of the North 
Atlantic. 


All personnel assigned to V-1 Division are preparing 
yet another respot to make ready for the next great 
performance titled “Launch and Recovery.’ Pride 
and professionalism make the crash crew, directors 
and plane handlers of INDEPENDENCE a key 
element of the very best Air Department in the 
United States Navy. 
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o launch and recover aircraft safely and 
properly requires the professional expertise of 
V-2 Division. 


ee 


The ABE’s, EM’s and IC’s of V-2 maintain and 
operate four C-7 catapults. These catapults are 
capable of launching aircraft weighing up to 75,000 
pounds in 253 feet of flight deck at airspeeds up to 
: 169 knots. Of the division’s five arresting gear 
ENS A. A. ABCS F. L. ABEC L. M. ABEC E. B. engines, four are used for stopping normal aircraft, 
abe sanceen soit! tee lance __while the barricade recovers aircraft in an emergency 
mee! by ~~ ssituation. Even with a pitching, rolling flight deck, 
' vee the arresting gear is capable of safely stopping an 
aircraft weighing as much as 52,000 pounds in 310 
feet. 


A qgyro-stabilized Fresnel lens provides each pilot 
with a visual glide slope to the touchdown point, and 
PLAT (Pilot Landing Aids Television) is used to 
monitor all flight deck evolutions. 
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-3 Division personnel are members of the 

ABH rating. Their primary responsibility is 

movement and security of aircraft on the 
Hangar Deck. As simple as it may sound, it is a very ABH1 J. 
demanding task, requiring expert judgement, as Galloway 
aircraft are often moved with only inches separating TEST 
them in a very confined space. In October 1983, the 
Hangar Deck crew completed its 8,000th aircraft 
move without an accident. 


The division is also responsible for maintenance of 
all fire fighting equipment on the Hangar Deck and 
operation of the ship's aircraft elevators. Should a 
conflagration occur on the Hangar Deck, it is V-3’s 
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Division must not only service embarked aircraft 

with contamination-free fuel and supply the 
catapults with lube oil, they must also maintain a fuel 
system which stretches from the seventh deck 
pumprooms to the hangar and gallery deck aircraft 
refueling stations. 


T o “Keep ‘em Flying,” the purple shirts of V-4 


In a normal year, V-4 dispenses more than 22 million 
gallons of JP-5 aviation jet fuel and 25,000 gallons of 
catapult lube oil. Food for Thought: A diesel car owner 
would get 506,000,000 miles on that tank of fuel (That's 
50,600 years of driving). 
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Indy’s Operational Readiness Evaluation (ORE) took 
place from 7-9 September 1983. 


Inspectors from Fleet Training Command, Norfolk, 
came aboard to evaluate ship and crew in all phases 
of operational readiness to prove INDEPENDENCE 
was ready for deployment, and if necessary, to fight. 


Exercises included rigging the emergency barricade, 


attending to simulated mass casualties on the flight 
deck, and “rescue” of a pilot whose plane was 
supposed to have caught fire. 


A fire broke out on board the second day of ORE, 
but this only seemed to add to the realism of ORE 
exercises. The Indy team promptly extinguished the 
blaze and went on to complete ORE. Overall grade: 
“outstanding.” 
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i ee , odern technology has .enhanced_ If ymmunications t 
= . capability since her commissioning in 195Qail'he Introduction o 
, “ satellite links‘and modernization of the méSSage processing office By 
~ % has allowed our venerable ship to.keep pace with the iat 
ae Foe 
ys >The INDEPENDENCE Communications, Department lis 
x comprised of two key ratings: Signalmen and Radiomen. When © © 
at sea, Radiomen operate the radio communications systems 


which make Indy’s wide-ranging operations possible. Radiomen 
operate radio telephones and teletypes, and prepare messages for 
international or commercial traffic, as well as those for naval 
contingencies. Keeping track of over 1,500 messages per day is 
not an easy task, yet INDEPENDENCE Radiomen handle the 
load with professional ease. Signalmen embody the traditional 
discipline and diligence which have been part of the American 
Navy for decades. Using flaghoist, flashing light and semaphore 
signals, Signalmen literally keep the Captain and his Bridge team 
safe. With their sharp eyes and attention to duty, Indy’s 
= Signalmen play a vital role in every major movement of their great 
> ship. 
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Sas time passes and INDEPENDENCE continues to play a 
vit rouSm impressive part in the Navy’s patrol of sea lanes 

“tiindaghotitthe world, communications remain an important 
aspetemef opegations afloat. As both equipment and training 

“hecome “Tifere anced with passing time and advancing 
~ tech ology, Indy’s Ce ications Department will continue to 
D ovide » service to shipmates and 
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R Division carries out electronics communica- 

tions, including message processing for traffic 

leaving the ship and all messages being 
received by the ship. It amounts to no small task, 
considering that about 2,000 messages are handled 
each day. 
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The division is also the vital link for all tactical voice 
transmissions between ships and aircraft. Utilizing 
some of the most up-to-date satellite and line- 
of-sight radio communications equipment, Indy’s 
Radiomen consistently carry out their mission to 
perfection during high tempo combat operations 
during deployment. 
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n the oldest traditions of the mariners, the Signalmen of 
INDEPENDENCE specialize in all forms of visual commun- 

ications, including flaghoist, semaphore and various forms 
of flashing light communications. 


In addition to these duties, the Indy signal shack is also 
recognized as the expert in visual recognition of all forms of 
shipping and is always the first to be summoned by the pilot 
house when the need arises. 
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Thercrew of INDEPENDENCE enjoyed 
the beautiful Caribbean island of St. 
Thomas, Virgin Islands from 23-26 
August 1983. 
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4 as A “beach party,” sponsored through the 
mr’ '| eae, - P ~_— “. ship’s Welfare and Recreation Fund, 


ee tes ?. we provided food and beverages for the crew 
. e and attracted a few comely visitors. 
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St. Thomas 


Fun in the Sun 


After the ferry from the ship dropped them off at St. Thomas offered a wide variety of activities. 
fleet landing, Indy’s sailors carefully crossed the There were tours to the Coral World aquarium, 
street, watching cautiously for cars traveling on the _— scuba diving and fishing, but of course there was 
“wrong” side of the road. also the attraction of the beach itself 
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At about 0930 on 8 September 1983, fire 
broke out on INDEPENDENCE during 
flight operations in catapults 3 and 4 
receiver rooms, located just below the flight 


deck. 


It was the second day of INDY’s 
Operational Readiness Evaluation (ORE), 
and the crew proved it was ready for 
anything. 


It took approximately three hours to 
completely extinguish the fire, during which 
the entire ship was called to general 
quarters to man all repair lockers. By dusk, 
we were flying again. 


Although two “cats” were not yet opera- 
tional INDEPENDENCE went on to 
complete ORE. Several crew members were 
awarded the Navy Achievement Medal for 
special actions in combatting the fire. 
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manship evolution: 
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on board. 


DECK 


he First Lieutenant, Assistant First 

Lieutenant, and the Deck Depart- 

ment Yeoman work out of the Deck 
Office. The office provides major adminis- 
trative support for Deck Department, 
including planning for underway replenish- 
ment, preparation of performance evalua- 
tions, preparation and distribution of leave 
papers, supervision of the Maintenance 
and Material Management (3M) system, 
and inputs for Indy’s upcoming Service Life 
Extension Program (SLEP). 


1st 


F irst Division is responsible for Deck Department spaces in the 


LTJG J. Go ; 
Wilhelm 


forward portion of the ship from the bow to about amidships. 

Responsibilities include the forecastle, ground tackle, and manning 
the forward fuel, cargo and ammo replenishment stations, plus manning 
the destroyer refueling rig at Station 5A. 


The forecastle is “home” for the men of First Division, who are 
responsible for dropping and weighing anchor as well as maintaining the 
forecastle and associated equipment in top condition. Although the LTJG J. L. ENS J. L. BMC D. L. 
primary purpose of the forecastle is for anchoring evolutions, it is also Hones isin’ machetes 
the traditional ceremonial area aboard ship. First Division sailors ensure : 
the forecastle is always shining and ready for the many ceremonies 
events which take place there. 


A unique task assigned to First Division is destroying classified material 
in the ship’s incinerators. First Division ‘‘stokers’’ make the most of the 
minimal time available when Indy is neither flying nor refueling to burn 
the hundreds of bags of discarded classified material which accumulate 
daily. 


A never-ending but highly visible task is maintenance of the second deck 
blue-tiled officers’ passageway. At nearly any time of the day, a First 
Division sailor can be found cleaning, sweeping, waxing or painting in BM1 H. 
this heavily-used area. Porterfield Salla Higgins 
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2nd 


S econd Division is responsible for all Deck 


Department spaces aft, from about amidships to 

the ship’s stern. Second Division’s major 
responsibility is maintenance and manning of the 
ship’s boats. Additional tasks include operating the 
Boat and Airplane Crane and all the cargo and fuel 
replenishment stations aft, including the destroyer 
refueling rig at Station 9A. 


When INDEPENDENCE is at anchor, as it normally is 
when in port overseas, personnel movement to and 
from the ship is by boat. Indy has five 50-foot utility 
boats and two 40-foot utility boats for enlisted 
personnel. There are two 40-foot officer personnel 
boats and the Captain has the Gig as his personal 
boat. An Admiral’s Barge is also normally carried for 
use by the embarked Flag Officer. 


The numerous compartments and spaces maintained 
by Second Division include the heavily-trafficked 
second deck starboard passageway. The division also 
maintains the port and starboard quarters and the 
fantail in immaculate condition. 


When “Man Overboard” is called away, Second 
Division sailors arrive in minutes to man and launch 
the lifeboat if required. On numerous occasions 
through the years, men who fell or otherwise went 
overboard were saved by Deck Department’s quick- 
responding lifeboat crews. Several recoveries of 
helicopters in the water and their pilots have also been 
carried out by Deck’s lifeboat crews. 
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BM1 R. hird Division is in charge of cleaning and painting 
Orewiler the ship’s sides and taking care of all Deck 
Department's supply business. 
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Third Division personnel are assigned the monumental 
and highly visible task of keeping INDY’S exterior 
impressingly grey and rust-free. While the ship is at 
anchor or moored to a pier, Third Division often works 
around the clock blasting, scrubbing, cleaning and 
painting the vast areas of grey steel that make up the 
ship’s sides. ‘‘Haze grey and underway” is only possible 
through the almost non-stop in-port efforts of Third 


BM2 G. BM2 D. i tare 
Division. 


Harbin McGuigan 


The division is responsible for maintaining and issuing 
paint for the entire ship, as well as keeping the 
department well-stocked in high-usage paper and 
cleaning items and other essential products. The men 
of Third Division spend considerable time loading, 
moving and properly stowing paint and supplies. 


Professional tasks for Third Division include mainten- 
ance and care of all line and sail cloth needed by Deck 
BMS C. BMS W. SN F. SN K. Department and the ship. 

Pardeck Shaw 
The officer-in-charge of Third Division is a warrant officer 
known as “‘Ship’s Bosun.” He is the technical expert in 
all deck seamanship evolutions and is the principal 
advisor to the First Lieutenant and other department 
personnel during all seamanship evolutions. 


During underway replenishments, Third Division tends 


the Phone and Distance Line, mans Deck Control, and 
augments refueling and replenishment stations. 
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GRENADA 
OPERATION URGENT FURY 


As the INDY/Air Wing Six team departed Norfolk, bound 
for the Eastern Med, we were diverted from our easterly 
transit of the Atlantic and headed south into the Caribbean. 
What was to follow became one of the biggest news stories 
of 1983: Operation Urgent Fury. The tiny Caribbean Island 
of Grenada was to become the staging area for the U.S.-led 
operation to restore~peace after a violent military coup had 
crippled the island nation. Grenada, formerly a British colony, 
gained its independence in 1974 and since that time has 
garnered headlines from private political struggles. In the 
early part of 1983, things were seemingly returning to normal 


on the island, where tourism is a major source of economic 
stability. When Prime Minister Maurice Bishop seized power 
in 1979 he established close ties with Cuba and the Soviet 
Union. The junta that ousted Bishop was even more radical 
than the Prime Minister. President Reagan referred to the 
Marxist forces responsible for Bishop’s death a group of 
“thugs.” After an urgent request from the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States President Reagan ordered U. S. 
military assistance. The INDY responded alongside Army 
and Marine Corps units in the region. 


After an initial pre-dawn assault, members 
of the Marine Amphibious Unit landed on 
the western portion of the island near the 
strategic capital of St. George’s. The Army 
Rangers were meeting fierce resistance from 
Cuban and Marxist forces. Two more night 
assaults, which were extremely difficult 
tactical maneuvers, included a _ joint 
operation to rescue some 200 American 
students from a hotel at Grand Anse Beach. 
Meanwhile, the INDY’s various support 
roles included numerous air strikes on key 
positions and ammunition warehouses on 
the island. In addition, fixed-wing aircraft 
were called into action when a CH-46 
helicopter was lost on the beach with rotor 
problems and total destruction of the helo 
was required so that classified contents 
could not be captured. 
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The real story behind Operation Urgent Fury is not the 
tactical maneuvers or the number of successful air strikes. 
The real story lies with the involvement of people. From 
the Army and Marine Corps forces ashore to the INDY 
team at sea and the Grenadian citizens themselves, 
people made the difference and were the key success 
factor. Grenada’s citizens provided both moral and 
logistic support by providing trucks, shelter and even 
fresh fruit. 


The crew aboard the INDY responded not only by 
moving ordnance and launching aircraft; the response to 
a request for blood donors was incredible. The lines of 
volunteers snaked through passageways on the second 


deck adjacent to the Medical and Dental departments. 
Several injuries from the beach were flown to the INDY 
for treatment, bringing the stark reality of Operation 
Urgent Fury into sharp focus. 


The operations on Grenada proved how quickly U. S. 
Armed Forces can move into action. It was a tremendous 
display of teamwork. It was a tribute to the INDY/Air 
Wing Six gang when Colonel J. P. Faulkner, Commander, 
22nd Marine Amphibious Unit, visited the ship and in 
a briefing with Capt. Dougherty said, ““Make sure to let 
the guys on INDY know how great they did. We couldn’t 
have asked for better support. We know you were a big 
part of the team during the Grenada operations.” 
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he Chief Engineer and all his principal assistants 

work out of the Engineering Log Room. The log 

Room provides administrative support for Engin- 
eering Department, including career counseling, 
preparation of performance evaluations, preparation 
and distribution of leave papers, paperwork for the 
Maintenance and Material Management (3M) system, 
and inputs for INDY’S upcoming Service Life Extension 
Program (SLEP). 
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Division, A-gang, fresh-air snipes. Whatever you call 
them, the men of Auxiliaries Division have a wide 
range of responsibilities on INDEPENDENCE. Highly 
specialized work centers maintain INDY’S oxygen/nitrogen 
plants for aircraft support, elevators, and other hydraulic 
equipment. Air conditioning, heating, anchor windlass, 
capstans, hangar bay doors, after steering, and air and water 
systems are just a few items cared for by these able men. 
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he mission of B (Boilers) Division is to 

maintain and operate INDY’S eight 1,200 psi, 

950-degree boilers and associated equipment. 
This includes maintaining boiler water chemistry and 
accounting for the nearly 2.5 million gallons of fuel 
INDEPENDENCE carries, as well as providing the 
steam support for her aircraft catapult systems. 


Generating steam allows INDEPENDENCE to convert 
fuel energy into work in the forms of electricity, 
propulsion and hotel services to support the ship. 
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Division, one of the largest divisions on the ship, 

covers territory ranging from the ship’s masthead 

lights to the compasses on the Bridge to each 
sailor's bunklights. The division comprises 13 shops 
utilizing approximately 130 men. 


Ensuring effective operation of Indy’s electrical power 
systems, lighting and gyroscopes is E Division's mission. 
As well, the ship’s intercommunications systems 
(sound-powered phone circuits, public address system, 
telephones and squawk boxes) fall under E Division’s 
jurisdiction. Equally important duties include maintain- 
ing the ship’s movie system, rewinding motors for 
INDEPENDENCE and ships in company, and ensuring 
electrical safety is observed throughout the ship. 
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he mission of M (Main Engines) Division 

ranges from operation of Indy’s four main 

engines, which produce 70,000 shaft hor- 
sepower each, to operating her eight service turbine 
generators, supplying the ship’s electrical power. 
Additionally, M division maintains the five fresh 
water distilling plants that provide 380,000 gallons 
of fresh water daily to the crew. 


Indy’s equipment, though 25 years old, is surpassed 
by few of even the newer carriers afloat today. This 
was proven true immediately prior to deployment in 
1983, when INDEPENDENCE passed her OPPE 
(Operational Propulsion Plant Examination). 
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epair (R) Division’s mission involves hull and 

machinery repair for INDEPENDENCE. This 

includes ensuring the readiness of the ship’s 
damage control systems and organizations. 


The division is composed of specialized work centers 
to perform the various tasks it must accomplish. 
Welding, pipefitting, metalwork, carpentry, valve 
repair, fire fighting, and maintaining fire fighting and 
life support equipment all fall within the bounds of 
R Division. 
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1963-1964 


Early in 1963, the INDEPENDENCE 
went into the Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
for a regular overhaul. It was during 
this yard period that the PLAT televi- 
sion system was installed. On May 29, 
the INDY left the shipyard. 


August 6 the INDEPENDENCE depart- 
ed Norfolk for its fourth trip to the 
Mediterranean. August 24 the IN- 
DEPENDENCE relieved USS ENTER- 
PRISE. Ports visited on the cruise 
included Cannes, Naples, Beirut and 
Palma. On October 7 the INDEPEN- 
DENCE played host to President 
Makarios of Cyprus. Christmas 1963 saw 
the INDY visiting Cannes. 


As 1964 began, the Big I was still in the 
Mediterranean. Ports visited before the 
ENTERPRISE came back to relieve the 
INDY included Cannes, Palma and 
Naples. INDEPENDENCE returned to 
Norfolk on March 4. 


In September the INDEPENDENCE 
departed Norfolk to participate in an 
exercise in the Bay of Biscay. While 
there, INDY was pressed into service so 
that USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
could return to the United States for 
emergency repairs. After port visits in 
Gibraltar, Palma and Barcelona, the 
FDR was back and the INDY headed for 
home. 
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On November 7, the INDEPENDENCE 
entered Norfolk Naval Shipyards for a 
routine overhaul. 
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1963-1964 


On July 25, 1963, a limited nuclear test-ban treaty was agreed upon by the 
U.S., Soviet Union and Britain, barring all nuclear tests except underground. 
In August of 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., inspired a crowd of 200,000 
in Washington with his memorable “I Have A Dream” speech. The nation 
mourned the loss of a President when John F. Kennedy was gunned down 
in a Dallas motorcade November 22, 1963. 1964 began and ended with 
headlines out of Panama ... on January 9th, Panama suspended relations 
with the U. S. after anti-U. S. riots plagued the Central American nation. 
But in December, the U. S. offered to negotiate a new canal treaty. Also 
in 1964... the “Omnibus” civil rights bill was passed, banning discrimination 
in voting, jobs and public accommodations. : 
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In addition, then, as n@ ; general medi be md physician’s care, medical and nursing techniques 
efforts by Indy’s Me ~_ assistant provide-re B medical care were practiced; and a massivg/blood 
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The Indy medical teangwill continue 
providing the finest cafe for American 
fighting men. 


YEXT SUPPLY 


CDR.E. S. ROSENBLATT 
Sentar Medical Officer 
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The INDEPENDENCE basketball team 
went into a game with the Italian college 
all-stars while the ship visited Naples. 


Billed as the “U.S.A. All-Stars” the team 
of Indy men fell to defeat to the more 
seasoned Italians, 84-83. The Indy team left 
the court with the Italian crowd chanting, 
“You will always be our friends, you will 
always be our friends.” 


SMOKERS 


As the bell sounded and the first round of the first 
bout began, the fight card of nine bouts swung into 
action the night before the crew was to arrive in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 


The ship’s Special Services organized the bouts and 
the Executive Officer starred as the fight announcer 
as 18 INDY and CVW-6 crewmen fought it out in 
a friendly but serious way. 


Of the nine bouts, consisting of three rounds each, 
there was only one knockout. There were several 
knock-downs and always there was a winner. 


For the winners, congratulations and for the losers, 
there will always be next year. 
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THANKSGIVING 


INDEPENDENCE sailors gave thanks on 
Thanksgiving Day 1983 during several special 
holiday events. The Indy choir presented a 
variety of hymns at special morning services 
held on the ship’s forecastle. Before feasting on 
a huge Thanksgiving dinner with all the 
trimmings, crew members tuned into the ship’s 
closed-circuit TV for a live raffle of 32 Hickory 
Farms of Ohio gift packages. The raffle was 
sponsored by the Indy Wives Clubs. After the 
raffle, plus a busy morning of underway 
replenishment exercises, the mess decks were 
opened for the flood of famished sailors. More 
than 250 pounds of shrimp, 150 11-pound 
canned hams, 2,000 pounds of potatoes and 76 
whole turkeys were consumed that day. 


Country-Western singer Loretta Lynn flew aboard 
INDEPENDENCE 5 December 1983. Her show was enjoyed by 
fans of all types of music. 


During the show, Loretta passed through the crowd with her 
microphone, allowing us to be entertainers for the moment and sing, 
“IT Wanna Go Home.” 


The Coal Miner’s Daughter passed up no one during her visit, 
paying a special visit to the patients in the ship’s hospital ward. 


Hey, Loretta! 


_ 
_ 


Navigation Department, headed by the “Gator,” is responsible, 
under the Commanding Officer, for the safe navigation and piloting 
of the ship. As such, the department advises the Commanding 
Officer and the Officer of the Deck as to $hip’s movements and 
safe courses to steer. 
bd a 
| Specifically, an accurate celestial, visual and electronic plot of the 
f*s ship’s positions must*be maintained. A thorough stiidy-of all pilot 
waters must be.made prior to entering them, and a chart must be 
maintained labeled with all courses*to steer. Close attention’ must 
. be paid to water’ depth when approaching land or shoals, and 
. _ accurate records must be kept of, all computations made for 
purposes of navigating*the ship and “fixing” its position. 


In support ofthe above objé¢tives, the Navigator has at his disposal 

the . resources,and» assistance of the Assistant Navigator, or 

- *Gatoraide,” a division officer, LCPO and a select group of superbly 

trained, professional Quartermasters who safely. and accurately 
ehart INDY’S course wherever-duty calls. 


CDR L. J. PICKETT 


Navigator 


LCDR E. ENS A. QMCM A. J. QM35 J. QMS L. 
Sweigart Delarosa Panko Peters Ridgley 


SN V. QMSN B. SA W. 
Fuller Pickering Bessey 
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The Marines of INDEPENDENCE and all Marines around the 
globe are proud of their glorious history. It is a history rich in 
custom and tradition spanning 208 years of faithful service. The 
Marines perform their steadfast devotion to duty in a variety of 
ways to support INDEPENDENCE. 


pe 


The Marine Detachment’s mission is to provide sentries for 
protection and control of entrances to designated spaces an 
activities. The Marine Detachment must maintain reaction force 
to thwart intruc while in port and at sea. They must ens 
the physical secufity of the ship. Additional missions are to render 
appropriate honors and ceremonies, raise and lower»¢elors; 
provide security for the ship’s Commanding Officer. 


Marines have served with honor and distinction aboard American ’ 
warships for the past 208 years. INDEPENDENCE Marines 

continue this tradition and are proud to be a part of the crew at - 
this particular time  in_ history. Happy _ birthday, 
INDEPENDENCE, on 25 years of illustrious service to our nation. 
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ist LT. S. H. WATKINS CAPT T. D. GEHRKI, USMC 
Executive Officer Commanding Officer 
Marine Detachment 
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— 1963-1966 


1965-1966 


The beginning of 1965 saw the 
INDEPENDENCE in Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard for routine maintenance. 
After several months of local opera- 
tions and preparations for a long 
deployment, INDEPENDENCE 
departed Norfolk on May 6 and 
headed to the South China Sea. Most 
of the summer was spent supporting 
the effort in Vietnam. 


INDEPENDENCE did manage port 
visits to Singapore, Hong Kong and 
Yokosuka, Japan. On November 21, 
USS ENTERPRISE arrived and the 
INDEPENDENCE headed home. 
While on station off Vietnam, Gener- 
al Westmoreland was a frequent 
visitor to the _INDEPENDENCE. 
The INDY was the first of the 
Atlantic Fleet to serve in the war in 
Southeast Asia. It spent 217 days at 
sea, flew numerous combat missions 
and was awarded the Navy Unit 
Commendation. 


As 1966 began the INDEPEN- 
DENCE was in a leave and upkeep 
period following the South China 
Sea deployment. In February INDY 
entered Norfolk Naval Shipyard. A 
highlight of the workups following 
the yard period was the carrier 
suitability tests of the Navy’s first 
Vertical Take-Off and Landing 
(VTOL) aircraft. 


On June 13, INDEPENDENCE 
departed Norfolk for its fifth Medi- 
terranean deployment. INDEPEN- 
DENCE relieved USS AMERICA on 
July 1. Port visits during the 1966 
Med cruise included Cannes, Gibral- 
tar, Pollermo Bay, Barcelona, Na- 
ples, Malta, Gergostoli Bay, Istan- 
bul, Genoa, Beirut, Palma and 
Livorno. The INDY celebrated ot 
Christmas in Cannes. 


1965-1966 


In 1965 President Lyndon B. Johnson ordered 
continuous bombing of North Vietnam below the 20th 
parallel. The build-up of U. S. troops in Southeast 
Asia grew to 385,000-plus. Anti-war demonstrations 
began to tarnish the U.S. effort in Vietnam and 
racial tension across America increased during the 
summer of 1966. In July of 1966, “Medicare” was 


launched as a program designed to help the poor, sick 


and elderly people of America. 
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December 1983. It was our first port visit in over 60 days. Many 
crewmembers enjoyed the nightlife in this enchanted city. 
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JERUSALEM 


A short distance down the road from the other historical sites, the 
sailors found themselves in Jerusalem. This city is called the “Eternal 
Capital” of Israel and one of its four Holy Cities, whose history is 
synonymous with that of the Jewish nation. Sacred to the Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic faiths, Jerusalem has a wealth of historical and 
religious sites. Within the Old City is the Western (Wailing) Wall, the 
sole remnant of the Second Temple, the Dome of the Rock and the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 


BETH HM 


In Bethlehem, the men of 
INDEPENDENCE were allowed 
the experience of visiting the 
Church of the Nativity, which, 
according to tradition, was built 
upon the site of Christ’s birth. 
Rachel’s Tomb is another Biblical 


site the city features. 


The history of this city came to 
life during INDY’s holiday visit. 
Several lucky crew members 
witnessed Bethlehem’s beautiful 
Christmas celebration. 
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NAZARETH 


Nazareth showed INDY crewmen the Basilica of the 
Annunciation which is where a holy chamber witnessed the 
salutation of the angel Gabriel. 


The Church of St. Joseph is where Jesus worked as a carpenter 
until His thirtieth year. This is referred to as where He spent 
His childhood and early manhood. 


While traveling to Nazareth by bus, the tourists of this Holy Land 
were able to see the Sea of Galilee and the Garden of Gethsemane. 


“Massada” 


Massada, the last stronghold of the Jewish 
revolt against Rome, was a hilltop fortress 
above the Dead Sea. Massada’s defenders 
killed themselves rather than surrender to 
the Romans. 


The trip to the historic hilltop was made 
by cable car, which not only took one to the 
top and back, but also gave one an 
opportunity to overlook almost the entire 
southern region of Israel. 


Also in this land, the crew could view 
restored buldings dating from the reign of 
Herod, including palaces, storehouses and 
synagogues. 
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Jericho River 


A unique opportunity offered the crew of 
INDEPENDENCE was a ship-sponsored 
trip to the Jericho River. There, 30 crew 
members were blessed with the river’s holy 
water in a baptismal ceremony performed 
by Chaplain Jessie Tate and NCC Robert 
Brown. 


A German gentleman was so impressed 
while witnessing the service that he asked 
if he could be baptized with the group. He 
was. 
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Hope for 


The INDEPENDENCE received “Hope for 
Christmas” on Christmas Day 1983, when 
beloved comedian Bob Hope brought his USO 
show aboard. Many INDY sailors abstained 
from liberty in Haifa, Israel or returned to the 
ship early for the afternoon show, in 
anticipation of appreciation of a combination 
of famous female figures — Cathy Lee 
Crosby, Ann Jillian, Brooke Sheilds, and Miss 
USA 1983, Julie Hayek. Singer Vic Damone 
and comedian George Kirby were also 
featured. The show was seen on USS. 
television by INDY families in January 1984. 
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Operations’ Department, consisting of nine 
divisions, is responsible for the collection, 
analysis and dissemination of information 
and tacti¢al data that is vital to the mission 
of INDEPENDENCE. 


The Combat Information Center tracks all 
air, surface amd sub-surface contacts, 
standing ready to direct Indy’s aircraft and 
missile systems against real or simulated 
threats opposing the battle force. The 
Intelligence Center’ supports these opera- 
tions by providing timely information on 
current military and political events as well 


as briefing and debriefing all aircrews. The 
Meteorological Office keeps the battle force 
informed on the latest weather conditions, 
while the Carrier Air Traffic Control Center 
ensures the safety of aircraft in the control 
zone surrounding Indy. The Electronic 
Material Division maintains all of the ship’s 
radar and various other electronic systems, 
while the Photo Lab provides graphic 
support to the ship and air wing. Strike 
Operations coordinates all long- and 
short-range planning for the ship, and Ops 
Admin maintains the administrative work- 
load. 


he Operations Administration Office (OO 

Division) provides the coordination needed 

within the large and diverse Operations 
Department. 


The office provides a timely and accurate flow of 
information to and from the 10 divisions within the 
department. In addition, the Operations Office is 
tasked with coordination of numerous shipboard 
evolutions, varying from underway replenishment to 
casualty report management. 


Strike Operations, a vital link between the ship and 
air wing, is an integral facet of OO Division. Here, 
the complex planning and daily scheduling of all 
operations aboard INDY take place. 
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he mission of OA Division is to rapidly 


AG1 R. AQ2 R. provide the INDEPENDENCE Battle Group 
eee Carlson with accurate meteorological and oceano- 
Ses rs graphic data. To accomplish this, OA Division 


monitors, collects and disseminates  up- 
to-the-minute information on local meterological 
conditions 24 hours a day. 
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Also in support of carrier battle group operations, 
the meterologists of OA Division forecast anticipat- 
ed weather, sea, surf, and sonar and radar 
propagation conditions. 


AG3 Q. AGS R. 
Carpenter Culver 
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Smith Weed 


Quamaccia Harvey Lombardo Smalley 


C Division personnel are INDY’s air traffic controllers. 

The INDEPENDENCE Carrier Air Traffic Control Center 

(CATCC) is divided into two parts: Air Operations and 
Carrier Controlled Approach (CCA), 


Air Operations’ mission is scheduling and monitoring aircraft 
to be launched, keeping records of which aircraft have been 
launched and recovered, and maintaining direct communica- 
tion with divert airfields and ships in company. 


CCA’s mission is the safe, orderly control of aircraft during 
launch and recovery. Air controllers use radios, radar and 
navigation aids to keep each aircraft on a desired speed, 
heading and altitude. 


The ATO (Air Transfer Office) loads and unloads passengers, 
mail and cargo arriving or departing via aircraft. 
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E Division is comprised of three branches: 

communications, data, and radar. Each 

branch is specialized to maintain certain 
types of equipment. 


The Communications Branch provides repair and 
maintenance of all HF, VHF, UHF, and satellite 
communications systems. Maintenance of meter- 
ological, navigational and television systems is also 
encompassed by this branch. 


Data Branch maintains all ship operations data 
processing systems. This includes all computer and 
ancillary equipment in support of the Carrier 
Intelligence Center (CVIC), Combat Information 
Center (CIC), anti-submarine warfare (ASW) and 
Carrier Air Traffic Control Center (CATCC) opera- 
tions. The branch’s overall effort ensures the flow 
of information in INDY’s “nerve centers.”’ 


Radar Branch ensures all radar systems are 
operational. This covers maintenance of all surface 
and air research radar, including the CATCC radar 
system. 
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Get an A-7 over Skunk Foxtrot for an ID!”’ ‘Investigate 
Bogy 2136 with the Tomcat on Cap Station Three!” 


Find out the status of the TICONDEROGA’s weapons CDR W. H. 
system!’ John 
Bin. +: a 
The above commands all have one thing in common: ot 


someone needs information. Be it positive identifica- 
tion of a nearby ship, aircraft, or submarine; the 
position of our own, or enemy, units; the status of any 
system affecting the fighting ability of surface units in 
our battle group or aircraft under our control; or just 
how the “‘tin-cans” are riding out a storm, someone 
has to be aware of it. 


: LCDR E. D. 
In the Combat Information Center (CIC), a space Holland 


lighted only by the glow of radar repeater screens and 
status boards, the operations specialists (OS’s) of Ol 
Division carry out the never-ending task of collecting 
and disseminating this information. 
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P Division provides the official photographic 

services for the ship, flag and air wing. The 

main photo lab’s services range from basics 
such as ID photos to complex slide presentations 
for staff and command briefs. PH’s may also be 
called to photograph reenlistments, official portraits, 
and historical or combat documentation. 


Pictorial documentation of daily events is only part 
of the task assigned INDY’s Photographer's Mates. 
In the photo lab at CVIC, the ship’s intelligence 
center, a specially trained group of PH’s directly 
support the _ intelligence mission on _ board 
INDEPENDENCE. Operating 24 hours a day, this 
team processes thousands of feet of film and 
produces numerous prints from aerial imagery 
obtained from the VF-32 and F-14 TARPS (Tactical 
Air Reconnaissance Pod System). 
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S Division (SSES), provides cryptologic 
electronic support and special commun- 
ications support to the ship, flag and air 
wing. Under the auspices of the Intelligence 
Officer, OS Division personnel work in close 
coordination with CIC, Supplot and_ the 


INDEPENDENCE Intelligence Center. 


The smallest division in Operations Department, 
OS Division has a permanent contingent of one 
officer and 10 enlisted crptologic personnel (CT’s). 
During extended deployments, OS Division is 
augmented by Cryptologic Technicians from 
various naval security group commands around 
the world. During INDY’s Mediterranean deploy- 
ment, she was pleased to have CT’s from naval 
security groups in Northwest, Virginia; Rota, Spain; 
and Fort Meade, Washington, D.C. aboard. 


Eyer i ee , i aed an 


LCDR L. M. CTRC Ro i. CTO1 R. 
Thaeler Blakeman Miller 


- Se rr A | ee el 
» P » ” 


CTMS R. 
Santiago 


CTOS R. 
Bienvenu 


CTOs ra 
Valdez 


ge Ie Le er ies) 
nd ms , a 
4 ) 

\ 

\ 

\) 


CTOSN J. 


he electronic warfare technicians (EW’s) of OW 

Division constantly monitor the airwaves for 

electronic emissions originating from potentially 
hostile threats to the INDEPENDENCE Battle Group in 
the sea and sky. The men of OW Division track, identify 
and recommend defensive action. In the event of missile 
attack, OW Division personnel engage the enemy with 
active electronic countermeasures. 


EW’s maintain as well as operate their own equipment. 
The high sensitivity of the gear allows the operator to 
identify a contact long before ship’s radar detects it. 
It is for this capability that OW Division on 
INDEPENDENCE is known as ‘‘The first line of defense.”’ 
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X Division, Indy’s Anti-Submarine Warfare 
(ASW) module, is responsible for detection, 
analysis, classification and tracking of all 
sub-surface contacts in vicinity of the 


INDEPENDENCE Battle Group. 


Staffed by highly experienced officer and enlisted 
personnel of various ASW backgrounds, the division 
has expanded considerably from its one small room, 
relatively primitive operation of 11 years ago. Today 
the module is a fully integrated extension of the 
Combat Information Center (CIC), supported by a 
complex ADP computer processing system and 
highly sophisticated analysis equipment. 


Working in conjunction with the S-3A Viking aircraft 
and the SH-3H Sea King helicopter, the ASW module 
maintains a timely and accurate picture of the 
undersea threat. During flights, a constant flow of 
tactical information between aircraft and the ASW 
module ensures blanket protection from the carrier 
battle group’s most formidable and elusive threat. 


LCDR B. H. 
Shumway 


LCDR R. J. 
Salley 


AW1 R. AW1 W. AW1 T. 
Brown Bulmer Crouch 
Eo? 


DPS D. 
House 


AWS E. 
Bryant 


AW2 R. 
Wong 


CWO2 D. C. 
Smith Harrison 
"4 ae. 7". 
° * > J 


LCDR A. P. 
Kuehne 


rn ail 
eer. 


LCDR R. G. 


LCDR D. J. 
Rosynek 


AWC Q. R. 


AW2 J. 
Abraham 


DPSN T. 
Staub 


DPSN C. 
Sherrill 


ANAN J. 
Kunesh 


AWS K. 
Kuehner 


Z Division is the heart of the ship’s 

far-reaching intelligence system. Here, 

pilots receive information on their missions 
and the location and capabilities of potentially 
hostile forces in the area of the INDEPENDENCE 
Battle Group. 


Bits of information are processed by Data Processing 
Technicians (DP’s) and plotted by Intelligence 
Specialists (IS’s). These experts interpret informa- 
tion from all sources into processed intelligence, 
carefully sifting, sorting and analyzing to determine 
CDR B. A. LCDR J. L. LT T. J. LTJG L. N. the capabilities and intentions of any potential 
Canaday Bell Dennis threats. 
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The information is disseminated to national 
intelligence agencies as well as to _ tactical 
commanders in the local operating area. The 
finished intelligence is then briefed to the air wing 
commander, the commanding officer, and the 
embarked admiral and his staff. This process aids 
all concemed in forming the future basis for task 
group operations. 
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SAFETY 


CDR D. B. LITTLE 
Safety Officer 


The guys in the white hard hats observe ship’s 
routine around the clock, keeping a close eye on 
all special evolutions and maintaining a constant 
alert to any and all safety hazards. It is a difficult 
task, given the size and_ mission’ of 
INDEPENDENCE. 


The goal of Safety Department’s Safety Program 
is enhancing operational readiness by reducing 
the number of personnel injuries and deaths, and 
minimizing material losses resulting from mishap. 


The environment and tempo of operations aboard 
an aircraft carrier are such that the hazards 
present and the substantial possibilities of a 
mishap occurring make safety awareness training 
an around-the-clock operation. To accomplish 
this, Safety Department disseminates information 
and enforces regulations designed to safeguard 
INDY and her crew and to maintain a high level 
of safety awareness. 


The ship’s Safety Team attempts to educate the 
crew through every available means, starting with 
“T” (Indoctrination) Division safety training for 
newly reporting personnel. Follow-on training and 
awareness are provided during scheduled safety 
stand-downs, safety reviews, and “Back- 
in-the-Saddle” programs, as well as _ periodic 
safety advisories, POD notes, articles in the ship’s 
daily newspaper, and safety and hazard awareness 
movies on INDY’S entertainment system. 231 
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The Chief Petty Officers aboard the USS 
INDEPENDENCE are amply equiped with 
the required knowledge to successfully guide 
and teach the juniors under their control about 
the ways of the Navy and how to have a 
rewarding naval career. 


The superior supervision provided by INDY’S 
CPO’s has been obtained through outstanding 
instruction given to them when they were the 
junior sailors in their beginning years. 


Only through long, devoted hours of study and 
work have INDY’S CPO’s made it to the 
position which they are in today, which is one 
of unlimited knowledge of the Navy, knowing 
how to use authority wisely and to help junior 
sailors learn from their mistakes and take pride 
in their successes. 
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PETTY | 
OFFICERS 


The petty officers aboard USS 
INDEPENDENCE are a vital link in 
the chain of command between non- 
rated and senior enlisted personnel. 
They provide a constant channel of 
communication so any misunderstand- 
ing can be avoided. 


Petty officers are also in the process of 
becoming more versed in their par- 
ticular rating which enables them to 
take the necessary steps towards 
advancement. 


As petty officers advance higher and 
higher up the ladder of achievement, 
they learn how to use the new 
responsibilities that have been given 
them. The INDY is gifted with many 
intelligent PO’s who help make this 
ship one of the best in the fleet. 
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1967-1968 


The INDEPENDENCE celebrated the 
start of 1967 in Athens, Greece. On 
January 3, INDY went back to sea. On 
January 18, a turnover was conducted 
with USS SHANGRI-LA and IN- 
DEPENDENCE headed for home. 


INDEPENDENCE arrived at Pier 12 on 
January 27. A week later, the ship’s 
weapons were unloaded in preparation 
for the ship’s first complex overhaul. 
From February until November, INDY 
was in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard for 
a complex overhaul. Improvements were 
made to the crew’s living quarters and 
an updated Naval Tactical Data System 
was installed. 


Following the overhaul, _INDEPEN- 
DENCE went to sea for retraining and 
operational tests. The testing included a 
“double probe” refueling at sea method 
and the new Purple K and Light Water 
fire fighting system. 


1968 saw the INDEPENDENCE contin- 
ue training and preparations for 
another Mediterranean deployment. On 
March 7 a long-time Army man from the 
comic strips, Steve Canyon, switched his 
loyalty and joined the Navy (for one 
day) as creator Milton Caniff visited the 
INDY. Twenty days later, Air Force 
Captain R. J. Charrier and LTJG K. 
Corson recorded the INDY’s 100,000th 
arrested landing. 


April 30 the INDY departed Norfolk for 
its sixth Mediterranean deployment. On 
May 9 INDEPENDENCE relieved USS 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. In June, 
INDY was on hand as the Sixth Fleet 
celebrated its 20th anniversary. 


Visitors to the INDY during the 
deployment included R. Sargent 
Shriver, ambassador to France, Gardner 
Ackly, ambassador to Italy, King Olav V 
of Norway, Senator Jacob K. Javits, 
David Niven and Prince Gholax Reva 
Pahlavi of Iran. 


Ports visited included Naples, Athens, 
Catania, Istanbul, Cannes and Mallorca. 


1967-1968 


The anti-war movement and race riots escalated 
during 1967. Riots in Newark, N. J., killed 26; in 
Detroit, 40 died. Federal paratroopers and National 
Guardsmen were called in to quell the burning and 
rioting, as America fought a bitter internal war. 1968 
was the year of the “Pueblo Incident”. USS PUEBLO 
and its 83-man crew was seized in the Sea of Japan 
in January by North Koreans. Eighty-two of the men 
were released in December. 1968 was a year marked 
by tragedy; Martin Luther King, Jr., and Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy both fell victim to assassins’ 
bullets. 
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dy’s chefs, assigned to S-2 and S-8 divisions, prepare stuff for readiness today.” 
13,000 delicious meals daily. Indy’s bake shop keeps 


CDR F. L. MEYER 
Supply Officer) _ 
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office’’ of the INDEPENDENCE Supply Depart- 

ment. All research, ordering and funding of 
Indy’s $90 million inventory of 100,000 line items 
is performed by S-1 personnel. 


S upply Support Division, S-1, is the “main 


The division is divided into sections which specialize 
in technical research; stock control; business 
machine repair; and financial management. 


S-1 is responsible for researching all of Indy’s 
material requirements, getting them on order, and 
ultimately paying the bills. The division strives hard 
to provide ‘The right stuff for readiness today.”’ 
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-2 Division is in charge of seven Stahurski Acevedo 
INDEPENDENCE dining facilities, two of which ’ a ears | 
serve meals 20 hours per day to over 4,000 ae. FF 


hungry shipmates. Additionally, the division 
provides food and service for special functions such 
as changes of command and quest visits. Each 
month, a special birthday meal is prepared for 
crewmembers who have birthdays that month. 


The bakers are always busy, baking almost 1,200 
loaves of bread, about 50 sheet cakes, over 350 pies 
and 3,000 pastries each day at sea. One baker 
makes special cakes for occasions such as changes 
of command, retirements, reenlistments and 
birthdays. 


MS1 D. MS1 D. MS1 W. 
Basilio Bixler Cardona 


S-2 also issues dry, frozen and chilled items for each 
day’s meal. During an average six-month deploy- 
ment, the division issues over 738,000 pounds of 
frozen meat, 40,699 pounds of chilled items, 
118,534 pounds of fruits and vegetables, 58,800 
gallons of milk, and about 1.3 million eggs. 
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-3 Division is divided into two sections: 
sales and service. 


The sales organization, consisting of five retail 
outlets, is a multi-million dollar operation 
providing the crew with everyday basic items as 
well as luxury items. Revenue generated from 
ship’s stores sales is deposited in the 
INDEPENDENCE Welfare and Recreation Fund. 


The service organization provides laundry and 
barber service to the crew at no cost. 
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illions monthly pass through INDY’s Disburs- 

ing Office, where the DK’s (Disbursing Clerks) 

of S-4 ensure each crewmember gets his pay 
every two weeks. 


Getting those checks ready for each payday involves 
a vast amount of behind-the-scenes work. Mountains 
of paperwork must be processed in order to post a 
member's entitlements for each payday. Travel! claims, 
advancement papers, forfeitures, allotments and leave 
rations are a few samples of paperwork constantly 
flying through the office. 


Six hours of window service and after-hours 
appointments afford crewmembers the opportunity to 
discuss any questions they may have concerning their 
pay and entitlements. S-4 also provides special check 
cashing, exchange for foreign currency, and emer- 
gency payments and travel advances via the Fiscal 
Office. ‘Our business is service,’’ is the motto at S-4. 
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-5, the wardroom division, plays a major role 

in Supply Department. The division provides 

INDEPENDENCE and air wing officers with the 
finest cuisine and retreat to a quiet, relaxed 
hotel-like atmosphere. S-5 also efficiently maintains 
over 250 staterooms for some 450 officers every day 
as well as any hotel. 
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repairable and consumable aeronautical mater- 
ial, the air wing and AIMD depend on the 
INDEPENDENCE aviation stores division (S-6). 


F: research, break-out and issue of both 


During INDY’s ‘‘work-ups” in preparation for the 
cruise, S-6 Division received an overall grade of 
outstanding’ for three consecutive inspections 
(ORE, SME and CAMSEE). Through unyielding 
consistency, S-6 sets the standards in aviation 
supply throughout the Atlantic Fleet. 
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Division, is composed of Data Processing 

Technicians and Data Systems Technicians 
who utilize the new Honeywell DPS/6 computer 
systerm. The new system provides information 
processing for supply management, financial 
management, aviation 3M, surface 3M, and payroll 
for INDY’s personnel. 


S: Supply Department’s Data Processing 


During the Mediterranean deployment, S-7 has been 
able to provide more run-time for supply man- 
agement and aviation 3M than ever before. This 
unprecedented amount of run-time has set a future 
goal for other carriers in the fleet to achieve. Also 
during the deployment, Data Processing Division 
used 12.5 miles of computer paper, 2.4 million feet 
of magnetic tape, and processed bits of information 
numbering 280 to the 10,000th power. 
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-8 Division maintains nine mess decks in support of the general 
mess. In addition, the division aids both the CPO and first class 
messes. 


About 90 percent (nearly 200) of all newly arriving personnel to 
INDEPENDENCE report to S-8 for mess cooking. For three months, 
these new men maintain S-8’s mess decks under close supervision 
of S-8’s mess specialist petty officers. They work as additional cooks, 
break-out men, milkmen, garbagemen or in the scullery. 


Long after most of INDY’s crewmembers have hit their racks thinking 
about home and how much shorter the cruise becomes each day, 
these men are still working to prepare the enlisted dining facility for 
the next meal. After their three months of long hours and hard work 
while attached to S-8, these men can look back and truly say, ‘I’ve 
done my share.” 


Sa 


-9, Supply Department’s material division, is a 
multi-million dollar warehousing and cargo movement 
operation which stocks over 100,000 line items, 
including aviation and ship’s spare parts, in 48 storerooms. 


Staffed by 54 personnel, S-9 receives and ships over 3500 tons 
of cargo annually. The material division receives and ships 
material via aircraft, underway replenishment and vertical 
replenishment. 


S-9 controls movement of all cargo for destroyers, fast frigates 
and other ships in the task force. The men of S-9 are a highly 
trained and fine-tuned group who ‘Make it Happen” 24 hours 
a day. 
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From 6-13 January. 1984, Indy’s 
crew enjoyed a visit to Naples, the 
ship’s homeport overseas. 


INDEPENDENCE sailors took in 
the fine restaurants, shopping and 
sights Naples offered. Cameos, 
silks, ceramics and paintings were 
among the good buys crew members 
took advantage of. Sights included 
Castle Nuovo in Naples’ “town 
square,” Piazza Municipio. Historic 
Mount Vesuvius, just across the 
Gulf of Naples from the city, 
offered a picturesque view. 
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A unique mooring/anchorage took 
place in Naples Harbor, where 
Indy was allowed to moor inside 
the inner harbor. Normally air- 
craft carriers must anchor outside 
the harbor. Indy conducted a 
similar evolution in 1977, but this 
was the first time a carrier was 
moored inside Naples Harbor for 
a normal port visit assignment. 
The ship’s Deck Department did 
a commendable job accomplish- 
ing the complex task, which took 
approximately six hours to com- 
plete. 


Need for the protection of the 
inner harbor was based on the 
likelihood that sea conditions 
from winter storms in the Medi- 
terranean could cause boating to 
be secured and halt on-load of 
supplies, plus cause cancellation 
of liberty because of unsafe 
boating. 
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ROME 


Ruins of the Colosseum recalled Rome’s 
ancient glory to INDEPENDENCE 
sailors visiting the famed city during 
the ship’s Naples port visit. St. Peter’s, 
the world’s largest church, located in 
Vatican City, was another “must visit” 
site for INDY tourists. From the nuns 
at St. Peter’s, many sailors purchased 
gifts for loved ones back home. 
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Visiting 
the Pope 


For 62 members of INDY’s crew, the 
highlight of the Naples port visit was 
a special sitting with Pope John Paul 
II in Rome. Father Luis Fernandez, 
INDY’s Catholic chaplain, along with 
the 62 crew members and some 
members of their families, attended the 
special service at the Sala Paulus VI. 


The Holy Father granted a special 
blessing to INDEPENDENCE and her 
crew during his sermon. Father Fernan- 
dez presented the pontiff with an 
INDY plaque and ball cap after the 
service. 


The special visit with the Pope will long 
be remembered by those crew members 
able to take part. 
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE 


VATICAN CrTy 


January 18, 1984 


Dear Father Fernandez, 


I am writing at the direction of the Holy 
Pather to express his thanks for the plaque and 
beret which you offered for his acceptance at 
the audience of January 11. He wishes you to 
know how appreciative he is of your thought- 
fulness and devoted sentiments. 


His Holiness assures you of his prayers and 
cordially invokes God's gifts of peace and joy 
upon you and all the officers and men of the USS 
Independence. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Ye 


Assessor 


The Reverend J. Luis Fernandez 
Catholic Chaplain 

USS Independence CV-62 

FPO, NY 09537 


Special tours 


ence, as well as Pompeii. The 


During the Naples port visit, 
many INDEPENDENCE 
sailors took special tours to 
other historic cities and points 
of interest. Among the cities 
visited were Sorrento and Flor- 


ruins of ancient Pompeii, a city 
destroyed by an eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79, 
held many crew members spell- 


bound. 


INDY’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 


On 10 January 1984, INDEPENDENCE celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of her commissioning. Secretary 
of the Navy John Lehman arrived to help the crew 
celebrate 25 years of INDEPENDENCE, and also 
to reenlist 50 crewmembers in a special ceremony. To 
round out the occasion, the entire crew was treated 
to a special “surf ’n’ turf” (steak and lobster) dinner 
by INDY’s mess cooks. 
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1969-1970 


As January 1969 began, the INDEPEN- 
DENCE was in the Mediterranean but 
homecoming was not too far away. On 
January 18 the USS SHANGRI-LA 
relieved the INDEPENDENCE and 
INDY headed for home. 


Following a three month availability in 
the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, 1969 was a 
year of local operations and short 
cruises. In September, INDEPEN- 
DENCE sailed to Ireland to take part in 
Operation Peacekeeper. During this 
trip, the INDY enjoyed a port visit to 
Portsmouth, England. The INDY re- 
turned to Norfolk on October 19 and 
returned to the Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
in December. 


The INDEPENDENCE began the 70s in 
the shipyard. Following workups, the 
INDY left Norfolk on June 23 for its 
Mediterranean deployment. During this 
deployment, the INDEPENDENCE was 
awarded the Meritorious Unit Citation 
for service during the Jordanian crisis. 


Ports visited included Malta, Athens, 


Naples, Taranto and Cannes for Christ- 
mas. 
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1969-1970 


U. S. forces in Vietnam peaked at 543,400 in April, 
1969. Astronaut Neil Armstrong became the first man 
to set foot on the moon July 20, 1969 during his 
“Apollo IT” mission. An increased national interest in 
ecology bloomed as millions of Americans participat- 
ed in anti-pollution demonstrations April 22, 1970. 
This string of demonstrations marked the first 
“Earth Day”. On May 15th, President Nixon named ° 
the first two women generals in U. S. history. 
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I DIVISION 
Indoctrination Division serves as the 
“Welcome Aboard” committee for 
newly reporting personnel to 
INDEPENDENCE. During the week- 
long “I” Division classes, personnel are 
given “get aquainted” lectures in- 
troducing them to specific details 
concerning life on board. The new 
“Indy-man” is provided with vital 
information on the personnel and 
disbursing offices, medical department, 
ship’s stores, special services, etc. 


The CO and the XO make it a point 
to participate and get acquainted with 
the new members of the crew and 
present a picture of what can be 


expected during a tour on _ board 
INDEPENDENCE. 
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The Cottieeling 
ter/Human q 
(CAAC/HRO) is the } 
point for all element 
INDEPENDENCE Human 
Management Support System. 


Indy personnel seeking assistancé 
the areas of substance abuse, equal 
opportunity, or leadership and mam 
agement are referred to this office. ff 
addition, personnel in crisis situation 
or in need of any related assistance ca 
contact CAAC/HRO for assistance af 
appropriate follow-on referral. 
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CCC 


are here to help you decide, not 


decide for you,” is a saying the 
mmand Career Counselor’s (CCC) 
e is fond of using. The professional 
) counselors in this offi¢e are 


atly busy helping crewmémbers 
d in furthering their jnaval 


on\on career 
n incentives is 
ed. Retention 
fe) primar 
is Retenti 


uw 


quality person- 
of Indy’s 


primary responsibility of the 

tional Services Office (ESO) is 
administration of ‘the Navy-wide 
examinations for jenlisted personnel 
advancement, ensuring accurate 
documentation is jrecorded. Through a 
variety of colleges and universities, ESO 
offers educational programs from 
remedial to postgraduate education. 
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‘running smoothly, 


pi a ie of the 


PAO 


The INDEPENDENCE Public Affairs 
Office has a multitude of responsibili- 


ties to the crew and the civilian ‘a . 


Through an internal radio/television 
system, the office entertains and 
provides training for the crew 
weekly programming provided 
Armed Forces Radio and Televisi¢ 
Service. 


The office also handles news rel 
for the public interest and provides 
daily newspaperfer.the crew. PAO 
prepares Message in a Bottle, I 
monthly “familygram,” which “is 
vital link between the crewm 
and their families. 
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only to be off-loaded in the sh Byard. The routine Says 
the same. 


However, some things have very obviously changed. For 
example, in 1966, Indy (then nicknamed “Big I”) sat 
off Beirut. Seventeen years later INDEPENDENCE 
returned, but this time, due to changes in the political 

climate, the raids to the beach were carried out by 
aircraft instead of liberty boats. Similarly, both the ship 
and Weapons Department itself have undergone some 
major changes. 


Weapons became functional as a department on April 
Fool’s Day 1959 with the onload of 150 tons of inert 
ordnance. The work has not stopped since. Composition 
_of the department was different then, as what are now 
_ the Weapons and Deck departments and the Marine 
~ Detachment (MARDET) were all part of Weapons 
Department. Responsibilities at that time included 
air-launched ordnance, the ship’s four five-inch/54 
mounts, the Armory, the security for Speciskdlieaffons 
(MARDET 


In January Prec became a department of its own. 
ears lateryin 1972, changes started coming more 

ra 
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of Weapons Department have always mgitthe challenge 
e five-inch/54 ee were removed and 


va ad. 2 the ¢ same time, 
Fifth Division was absor “ Sixth Division to form 
one large division responsible solely for below-decks 
magazines and magazine sprinkler systems. In 1973, 
new weapons elevators and magazines were»installed, 
improving departmental readiness and helping to win 
the coveted COMNAVATREAN ac “W” in 1974 


for the best carrier Weapo epartment. 


Changes continued in 1977, when Sixth Division was 

split into three divisions. These three divisions later jigaseutiivm. 
became the four G divisions o * lay. PD : — 
became Fox Division,..trading GMG’s for FTM’s 7 
preparation for the conversion from_ Lo Se ioe 
NATO Seasparrow air defense missile system. 
Additionally, the Improved Rapid Rearming System 
(IRRS) was installed in 1979; MARDET became its own 


department in late 1981; and the NATO Se spar 
system was improved early in 1983, ghe .., _. <.°~ 
department to its present-day configuration. 


Throughout, all the changes, anges Hip the oer Q 
improvements}™ the real ba of ons ii 


Ke acti has been the ever-changing wi of the” 


~ Whether they were sittingjieff Cuba fn October 
62, or off Grenada in October of 1983, the men 


with a “can-do” attitude that is as much associated with 
the maa as the red shirts they wear. 
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eapons Admin Division is comprised of 

three work centers: Aviation Ordnance 

Control Center (AOCC); Weapons Annex 
(formerly Pass and ID Office); and the Weapons 
Office. 


AOCC plans and coordinates all major air-launched 
weapons evolutions on the ship, which covers 
everything from onloading weapons to arming the 
air wing for a strike. 


Weapons Annex handles physical security for the 
ship and all Weapons Department training, mainten- 
ance material management (3M), and career 
counseling. 


The Weapons Office prepares everything from 
inter-office memos to ship’s instruc- 
tions ranging in importance from 
such topics as how to handle live 
ordnance safely to how often linen 
should be changed. 
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-1 Division, the ship’s Armory, is composed of 

Gunner’s Mates, Torpedoman’s Mates and 

Aviation Ordnancemen. The division’s duties 
include maintenance and upkeep of the ship’s small 
arms magazines and magazine sprinkler systems, and 
stowage and build up of torpedoes for SH-3 helos and 
S-3 Viking aircraft. 


G-1 personnel also provide internal and external security 
for the ship in port and at sea, and issue weapons and 
ammunition. G-1 provides shot-line gunners for 
underway replenishment details, and, during General 
Quarters, supplies gunners for the ship’s .50 caliber qun 
mounts. G-1's division officer is traditionally Known as 
“Ship’s Gunner.”’ 
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-2 Division (Flight Deck Ordnance) is the 
home of the flight deck “Ordies’’ of 
Weapons Department. As ship’s company, 
Flight Deck Ordnance is tasked with receiving 
ordnance from below decks, stowage of weapons 
in the ‘“farm,’’ upkeep and maintenance of several 
ready-service magazines and lockers, and 
weapons issue in support of the air wing’s mission. 
In addition, G-2 is charged with movement of 
ammo, groceries and freight on the flight deck 
during vertical replenishments. 
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he Aviation Ordnancemen of G-3 LTJG W. K. AO] M. 

Division assemble bombs and anc Beungeres 

missiles deep down in INDY’s . 
fourth deck magazines. Four separate 
work centers — Bomb Assembly, 
Hangar Deck Ordnance, Missile Shop, 
and Damage Control — blend into a 
smooth operating force responsible for 
stowage, break-out, assembly, tran- 
sport and strike-down of all aviation 
ordnance used by the air wing. 
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-4 Division is the ‘backbone’ of Weapons 
Department. The division is composed of the 
AO, EM and MM ratings and 14 complex 
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weapons elevator systems. Division personnel provide 
24-hour strike ordnance logistics capability and ship’s 
equipment, plus materials and medical emergency 
patient transfers. 


“G-Force’’ personnel astutely maintain maximum 
systems readiness with total dedication, and proudly 
boast “The best weapon elevators in the Atlantic 
Fleet.’’ G-4 Division is just one of the divisions which 
comprise INDY’s outstanding Weapons Department. 
The division’s motto is: “We always get it up.” 
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Division is made up of about 25 Gunner’s 

Mate Technicians, better known as GMT’s, 

and one storekeeper. These men are 
trained to work on some of the most sophisticated 
and sensitive weaponry in the world. 


Use of complex weapons test and handling gear, 
magazine sprinkler systems, SASS elevators and 
bridge crane/hoists enables W Division to achieve 
maximum operational readiness of these weapons. 


Wherever in the world INDY’s mission takes them, 
W Division stands ready to provide reliable and safe 
weapons to the airwing in support of our nation’s 
interests. 
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ox Division is responsible for maintenance, 

repair and operation of the NATO Seasparrow 

surface missile system. The proud members of 
Fox Division develop a broad range of valuable skills 
while working on this highly advanced, self- 
contained system. 


INDY’s Seasparrow system, deadly in both air and 
surface modes, was proven effective during the 
ship’s last competitive missile shoot, in which 
INDEPENDENCE scored 100 percent. 


The pride and professionalism of Fox Division's 
personnel helps make INDY, in her 25th year, the 
finest carrier in the fleet. 
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Two, Detachment Sixteen is embarked on 

INDEPENDENCE during underway periods, 
including work-ups, fleet exercises, and deployment. 
The four-man detachment provides services in 
detection, identification, evaluation, rendering safe 
and disposal of all known explosive ordnance 
(foreign and domestic), nuclear weapons, chemical 
munitions and biological agents. 


‘- xplosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Mobile Unit 


Additionally, the detachment performs dividing and 
salvage operations as required to recover ordnance 
items underwater and to support the ship with an 
underwater assistance required. 


When not on board INDY, EOD Det 16 personnel are 
stationed at Fort Story, Virginia, standing by to 
Secret Service, civilian and military tasking involving 
diving support or explosive mishaps. Whether aflot 
or ashore, maximum training and readiness must be 
maintained; second chances are rare in the EOD 


operational environment. 
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The Combat Cruise of ’83-’84 had gotten 
off to a quick start with “Operation 
Urgent Fury” in Grenada. However, 
Urgent Fury was but the beginning of 
what is sure to be remembered as the 
most unique deployment in Indy’s proud 
25-year history. 


After the jubilation of the successful 
mission in Grenada subsided, the grim 
reminder of a tragic barracks bombing 
in Beirut would loom very real for the 
men of Indy and Carrier Air Wing Six. 
The battered countryside and city 
streets of Beirut provided familiar 
pictures for the crew — like the 
deployment of 1982, now it was time for 
the INDEPENDENCE to take up its 
position off the Lebanese coast in 
support of the U. S. contingent of the 
multinational peacekeeping force. 


Eastern Mediterranean operations 
would be tiring, yet the cohesiveness of 
the Navy/Marine Corps team would 
shine throughout Indy’s stay in the 
region. From the Marines on the beach 
to the guns of the mighty USS New 
Jersey to Indy’s ominous air strength, 
Eastern Med ops kept the USS IN- 
DEPENDENCE in the headlines all over 
the world and it was a time to look back 
on with a special sense of pride and 
purpose. 


Though not many Indymen were able to 
travel into Beirut itself, the story of the 
mission there was told daily through 
newspaper, magazine and television reports. 


Those Indymen who did fly into Beirut 
unanimously agreed: “The Marines know 
we're supporting them — they know we’re 
a big part of the team.” 


ON THE BEACH 


GEEZ! KEEPING PEACE 
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ALPHA STRIKE 


The events of December 4, 1983, are etched in the minds 
of Indymen like no other single day during the Combat 
Cruise of ’83-’84. 


In a daring, and later controversial air strike in Lebanon, 
28 aircraft from the Indy and the carrier John F. 
Kennedy flew bombing raids against Syrian positions in 
the mountains which were threatening the safety of 
Americans in Beirut. 


Sixteen of the aircraft were launched from Indy’s decks. 
The commander of Indy’s embarked Air Wing Six, Capt. 
Edward K. Andrews, in his A-7 “Corsair II,” was hit by 
Syrian missile fire and forced to parachute into the 
Mediterranean. Fortunately, “CAG” was returned to 
Indy with only minor injuries. 


The December 4 air strike was an exhibition of the entire 
Indy team at its best: ordnance was moved in what 
seemed endless cycles from magazine to elevator to flight 
deck during a tempo remnant of the recent operations 
in Grenada. all hands watched in anticipation as aircraft 
were launched — and as they returned, without the 
weapons they had launched with, the crew understood 
that, once again, the USS INDEPENDENCE was 
playing a key role in real world drama. 


TARPS 


A major part of Indy’s support role during 
Eastern Med operations was to gather 
intelligence information which enabled Battle 
Force Sixth Fleet staff to evaluate the volatile 
situation in Lebanon. 


TARPS (Tactical Air Reconnaissance Pod 
System) became a familiar phrase on 
INDEPENDENCE as Fighter Squadron 32 
(VF-32) F-14 Tomcat aircraft flew hundreds of 
missions over Beirut using TARPS to photo- 
graph embattled areas. This TARPS imagery 
gave the staff a bird’s-eye view that enabled 
them to plan ways to counter threats to 
members of the forces ashore. 


This was another example of ship’s company 
and air wing personnel working together 
towards a common goal. Pilots, Photographer’s 
Mates and Intelligence Specialists pooled their 
talents so that each TARPS mission was a 
success. 


A presidential decision to redeploy the U.S. Marine 
contingent of the Lebanon peace-keeping force to ships 
off shore affected Indy’s role in the Mediterranean. 


Though the mission of helping return stability to the 
Lebanese government was still very real, the complexion 
of Eastern Med operations changed with the redeploy- 
ment of troops. The number of ships in the area was cut 
drastically, and it was time for the 
INDEPENDENCE/Air Wing SIX team to move on to 
the third challenge of “Combat Cruise 83-84.” This was 
Teamwork 84 — a NATO operation in the North Atlantic 
which utilized the combined forces of nine nations. Indy 
soon began the long journey west from her position off 
the coast of Lebanon, departed the Med, and headed 
north to the arctic climate of the North Atlantic. 
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NCC Warren M. Alden 
BTC Gerald C. Arnold, Jr. 
BT1 Teddy A. Bamba 
MSI! Dante E. Basillio 
AWI Lou Brock 

MSI! Jack Burks 

MM1 Aresenio M. Castillo 
ISC Lee M. Cattell, III 
DTC William E. Cook 
GMT?2 David E. Corning 
AKI Jerry Lee Creadle 
GMTI1 Richard D. Cupp 
OS2 Guy Daubach 

EMI Bayani V. Dayday 
DS1 Angelito T. Delacruz 
HMC Vincent R. Druash 
RMC Larry J. Dyer 

MSI! Victorio Flora 


ESWS GUYS 


MSC Reynoldo Golfo 
BM3 Roger Leroy Hamann 
TS1 Vernon D. Hanson 
AWC Gale R. Harrison 
OS1 Stephen L. Hart 
DKC James R. Havens 
BM1 Ronald Lee Higgins 
SKC Lacy Hill 

DP2 Dale J. House 
BMCS Thomas Houston 
BMI Randall R. James 
PN3 Darryl C. Jones 
AMSC Dennis W. Lawson 
DPI Melvin T. Lee 

MM1 Gerald A. LeGendre 
GMT?2 Thomas H. Limner 
MMC Robert E. Lynch 
MM Daniel A. Meffen 


MM1 Paul E. Meissner 
GMT! Ardane R. Miller 
DCS Larry G. Nelson 

MSI C. A. Ortiz 

SH2 John E. Penix 

DPC John D. Petrakos 

ETI Donnie W. Phillips 
SKCS Steven Young Pryor 
ETC Daniel R. Raffensperger 
DS! Richard R. Reuter 
GMT2 George C. Sizemore 
BM1 Jeffrey D. Skinner 
OS1 James P. Steil 

MS2 Robert L. Sumter 
MMC Michael E. Thompson 
HM1 Garry Weatheroy 
DM1 Eric J. Whittaker 


AE? Vincent L. Argiro 
AOI James R. Armstrong 
PR2 Jose A. Arroyo 

AKI James D. Atwell 
AMHI1 George L. Bagwell 
AOI Marshall L. Baker 
AMHC Roger D. Ballard 
ASM2 Randy A. Barclay 
AMHI Anthony L. Barker 
AD2 Lloyd L. Barnett 
AMSI1 Robert C. Bender 
AE! Harrold H. Black, Jr. 
PHCS John G. Brandes 
NCC Robert E. Brown 
AKi Robert J. Brown 
AO2 Arthur G. Bubadias 
AQ3 William H. Calamia 
AD2 Todd W. Calvagna 
AFCM Alvin D. Cannaday 
ASC Daniel L. Carow 
ADC Stephen L. Casner 
AT2 Lester D. Cheveallier 
YNC Tommy G. Click 
AMSI1 Roscoe D. Craft 
AK1 Jerry L. Creadle 
AE2 Bryon R. Crosby 
AO2 Rafe Davis 

AMHI Ramon Delgado 
AMH3 James A. Devaughn 
AE! Michael C. Denis 
ABFC Dennis B. Dobbs 
ACI G. F. Dundon 

AOI Marvin Dunnom 
AOC David A. Faithful 
AMSI Clarence J. Fessette 
YNC Thomas C. Fitzsimmons 
PRI Terry A. Ford 

ABH3 Richardo Gallardo, Jr. 
AZ2 James D. Gavin 
AMS2 Jeffery S. Girdler 


EAWS GUYS 


ATI Donald L. Glenn 
PRC Robert G. Goggin 
AT2 Thomas E. Gray 
AMH?2 Tony M. Griner 
MM3 John R. Hall 

AOC Leonard W. Hammock 
TS1 Vernon D. Hannson 
ABCS Forest L. Harper 
AWC Gale Harrison 

AMSI Larry N. Hicks 
ASI Joseph A. Holewa, Jr. 
AD! Alvin Holly 

ATC Henry D. Holzapfel 
AMCS Carl E. Hood 

PH2 Barry R. Hoskins 
ASM2 William E. Hoskins 
AT2 Donald W. Humphry 
AMSI1 Norman Hunt 

JOI Henry H. Johnson 
AMSI1 Calvin Jones 

PN3 Darryl C. Jones 
AMH2 Gregory W. Josephs 
AE2 Jimmy A. Kernop 
AQ1 Ruldolf B. Lehmann 
AQ3 Michael J. Lamarca 
ABEC Edward B. Lance 
ADI Collen Langford 
AMSC James H. Langston 
AD2 Stephen R. Laroche 
ATC Jerry Long 

AQI Michael E. Loring 
AW2 Ron C. Magwood 
AMS2 Ruben Marchena 
AMH?2 Clarence A. McCoy 
AMS2 William A. McCrindle 
AE2 Russell L. McLain 
AQI Raymond H. Mead 
ABEC Mark E. Merkelis 
AOC Dorman K. Miner 
AT2 Martin W. Nowak 


AMSC Terry F. Osborne 
AMSI1 AI S. Palisoc 

ASC Jerome W. Paul 
ABEC Lawrence E. Phelps 
PR2 Robert L. Phillips 
AQC Johnie M. Powell 
ADI Raymond E. Prevo 
AME3 Mark L. Rassano 
ABH? Julian C. Richards 
PN2 Dock Richardson 
AT2 Thomas Richter 

AKI Leon Ross 

AO3 John P. Sanders 
AO3 Luigi Scola 

AT?2 Stuart J. Scott 
AMHI Charles R. Simmons 
AE? Larry D. Smith 
AMSI1 Thomas Smith _ 
ATI William T. Steimetz 
AMSI1 Jackie B. Stiles 
AWC Fred Tipton 

AT2 Thomas E. Turner 
AZ2 Christopher D. Van Camp 
AT2 Mark S. Virgo 

ACI Leon Walker 

AWI Robert D. Wardell 
ATI Leon Watson 

AT2 Gregory A. Webb 
AZC David P. West 

AT?2 Eric P. Whisman 
AE! Robert A. Willen 
AE! Stephen S. Williams 
AE2 Rogelio A. Wilson 
AD2 Michael L. Winning 
ADI Donald R. Wolf 
AE! Bennie Woods 

YNI Michael J. Young 
AD3 Stephen D. Zielinski 
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1971-1972 


The INDY celebrated the arrival of 1971 
in Cannes and later that month visited 
Valencia. On January 23 the USS 
FORRESTAL arrived and the IN- 
DEPENDENCE headed for Norfolk. On 
January 31, the INDY arrived at Pier 12. 


April and May were spent in the Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard for a post deployment 
overhaul period. In August, the INDY 
took time out from a busy training cycle 
to host a change of command ceremony 
for Commander, Second Fleet. 


In September, the INDEPENDENCE 
left Norfolk and headed to the North 
Atlantic to take part in a NATO 
exercise. On the 28th, blue noses were 
the order of the day as the INDY crossed 
the Arctic Circle at 002.5° East. In 
October, the INDY paid a visit to 
Rosyth, Scotland, before entering the 
Mediterranean and relieving the USS 
SARATOGA. INDEPENDENCE then 
visited Naples, Athens and Corfu before 
returning to Athens for Christmas. 


The INDEPENDENCE was at sea on 
January 30, 1972, when Admiral Elmo 
Zumwault, the Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions, visited. The INDY also recorded 
its 150,000th arrested landing in Fe- 
bruary. The INDEPENDENCE visited 
Thessoloniki, Trieste, Palma and Bar- 
celona before the USS FORRESTAL 


relieved in March. 


The INDY returned to Norfolk on 
March 16 and entered the Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard on May 1. The rest of 1972 was 
spent undergoing repairs and training. 


| 1971-1972 


A constitutional Amendment lowering the national voting age to 18 was 
approved and ratified in June of 1971. It was also in 1971 that the 
controversial “Pentagon Papers” were published. U. S. forces in Vietnam 
were down to 140,000 but the fighting raged on as American bombers 
launched massive air strikes in late December in response to cease-fire 
violations. President Nixon’s “Journey for Peace” took him on an 
| unprecedented presidential visit to China for eight days in February, 1972. 
In March, the Senate approved a Constitutional Amendment which banned 
sexual discrimination against women. And in Alabama, Governor Wallace 
was shot and seriously wounded May 15th. A long, hot summer was ahead 
for America in 1972: on June 17th, five men were arrested for breaking into 
the offices of the Democratic National Committee. The. world would come 
to know the break-in, subsequent investigation and hearings, as “Watergate”. 
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Carrier Air Wing SIX was originally commis- 
sioned as Carrier Air Group SEVENTEEN on 1 
January 1943 at Naval Air Station, Norfolk, 
Virginia. CVG-17 participated in combat opera- 
tions in the Pacific Ocean during World War II 
against Rabaul, the Gilbert Islands, Marshall 
Islands, Truk and the Mariannas onboard USS 
BUNKER HILL. CVG-17 again deployed in 
1945, this time on board USS HORNET, and 
participated in missions against Iwo Jima, Tokyo, 
Chichi Jima, Okinawa and Kyushu. For actions 
during World War II, CVG-17 was awarded two 
Presidential Unit Citations. 


CVG-17 was redesignated CVBG-17 and CVGB-5 
before finally becoming the present Carrier Air 
Wing SIX on 27 July 1948. From that time to the 
present, CVW-6 has made numerous deployments 
to the Mediterranean Sea aboard a number of 
aircraft carriers. 


In late 1962, CVW-6 participated in the 
quarantine of Cuba aboard USS ENTERPRISE, 
and in 1964 took part in Operation Sea Orbit 
aboard ENTERPRISE. This operation was the 
around-the-world deployment of the Navy’s three 
nuclear-powered surface ships — USS ENTER- 
PRISE, USS LONG BEACH, and USS 
BAINBRIDGE. During Operation Sea Orbit, 
CVW-6 squadrons flew 16 fire-power demonstra- 
tions and six beach fly-overs for countries along 
the route. 


Assigned to USS AMERICA from 1965 to 1969, 
CVW-6 was on the scene during the 1967 Greek 
Crisis and the May-June 1967 Middle East Crisis 
which culminated in the USS LIBERTY affair 
and the Six Day War. In 1968 CVW-6 again 
deployed aboard AMERICA, this time to 
Southeast Asia for combat operations against 
North Vietnam. During 112 days of combat 
operations, Air Wing SIX dropped over 18,000 
tons of ordnance, logged one MIG-21 kill, and 
flew 11,081 combat sorties totaling 212,592 flight 
hours, 40 percent of which were fiown at night. 
Following this deployment, AMERICA and 
CVW-6 were awarded the Navy Unit Commenda- 
tion. 


CVW-6 was later reassigned to USS FRANKLIN 
D. ROOSEVELT, where it remained until 1 July 
1975. Deployments aboard the ROOSEVELT 
included a Mediterranean deployment during the 
Arab-Israeli Yom Kippur War of 1973 and the 
retirement deployment of the ROOSEVELT, for 
which the ship and CVW-6 were awarded the 
1975 Admiral Flatley Award. CVW-6 was also 
awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for 


the 9 March through 1 December 
Mediterranean deployment. 


1972 


CVW-6 was reassigned to USS AMERICA in 
July 1975 with two new fighter squadrons and the 
addition of an S-3A squadron and an EA-6B 
squadron. A deployment to the Mediterranean 
was made from September 1977 to April 1978. 


Assigned to USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) in 
1978, CVW-6’s cruise was highlighted by port 
calls in Italy, France and Greece. Following 
another cycle of short deployments to Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico and Naval Air Station, Fallon, 
Nevada, CVW-6 commenced another INDY 
cruise. On 19 November’ 1980 _ the 
INDEPENDENCE/CVW-6 team departed Nor- 
folk, proceeded around South Africa, and entered 
the Indian Ocean during the Iran Hostage Crisis. 
The return voyage was through the Red Sea, Suez 
Canal and Eastern Med, arriving in Norfolk 10 
June 1981. This cruise was unique in that only 
eight days of liberty were available: five days at 
Perth, Australia; and three days on the island of 
Mauritius. 


CVW-6 returned to INDEPENDENCE in 
January 1982 with the first two East Coast F-14 
squadrons embarked in a Forrestal class carrier 
to resume another cycle of refresher and type 
training, plus an operational readiness evaluation. 
From 7 June to 22 December 1982, Carrier Air 
Wing SIX and INDEPENDENCE deployed to 
the Mediterranean to support the U. S. Marines 
and multi-national peace-keeping forces in 
Beirut, and participated in evacuating the 
Palestine Liberation Organization out of Leban- 
on. 1983 saw CVW-6 deployed to Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico and Naval Air Station, Fallon, 
Nevada. 


On October 18, 1983, CVW-6 returned to 
INDEPENDENCE to commence another de- 
ployment to the Mediterranean, but soon after 
the deployment began, ship and air wing were 
rerouted to the Caribbean to support U. S. forces 
on the island of Grenada during Operation Urgent 
Fury. Operation Urgent Fury involved 
INDEPENDENCE and CVW-6 in the first naval 
combat operation since Mayaguez in 1975, and 
was the first-ever joint Navy, Marine, Army and 
Air Force operation under the command of 
Commander, Second Fleet. After completing 
operations in the Caribbean in early November 
1983, INDEPENDENCE/CVW-6 proceeded to 
the Mediterranean to complete the 1983-84 
deployment. 
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arrier Air Wing SIX has a mission 

which is complex and requires 

much more than pilots and 
maintenance men. CVW-6 Staff personnel 
support the various functions of the air 
wing in matters of administration and 
material control. As with the administra- 
tive responsibilities of the ship’s com- 
pany personnel, the CVW-6 Staff is a 
well-trained team of experts whose work 
is predominantly ‘behind the scenes”. 
The services provided, however, are vital 
to the air wing’s role ss INDY’S arm of 
power while deployed. 
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Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron FIFTEEN (HS-15) was 
commissioned 29 October 1971 at Naval Air Station, 
Lakehurst, New Jersey. The squadron’s mission at that time 
was training to ensure combat readiness of aircraft and flight 
crews in support of control of the seas. During the two and 
a half years following commissioning, the Red Lions made 
numerous deployments aboard USS GUAM. 


In November 1973, the squadron officially moved from 


Lakehurst, New Jersey to Jacksonville, Florida and soon 
thereafter was assigned to Helicopter Anti-submarine Wing 
ONE. This change signified the end of the Sea Control Ship 
Evaluation and the beginning of HS-15’s operation as a 
conventional HS squadron. 


The Red Lions fly the twin-engine Sikorsky SH-3H Sea King 
helicopter. The Sea King was introduced to the ore in the 
DV HS-15 been 


early 1960's. The’ “Hot ; 
in the fleet since the early 1970s. It has 
speed of 120 knots, can fly sideways os 30 knots, 


backwards at 20 knots. Its maximum gross take-off i 


ved eae, to the Indian Ocean and Eastern Mediterranean | 


21,000 pound and ican ain aloft 
on one load of of fuel. eae 


HS-15’s s mission today is ti-subr rine wart 
is accomplished using m ea 
main sensor utilized her ee Red Lions is 
sonar that can be lowered over 400. 
surface. Other sensors available for ASW it 
sonobuoys. In addition, the Snel Tact aia 
and rescue openness Se eae 
in company. Coie Rie A a 
ie ee 
Since joining the INDEPENDENCE Py ‘team, H 1S-15 
has received many awards. Twice the squadron has received - 
the Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic Fleet Battle E 
Operations safety awards, expeditionary ‘medals — for | 
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A vertical replenishment (VERTREP) is airlifting of cargo by 
helicopter. It requires thorough advanced planning and the 
coordinated efforts of everyone involved while the operation is 
in progress. 


Provisions, supplies, and that all-important mail are among the 
items INDEPENDENCE brings aboard by VERTREP. 


VERTREPs may be conducted between INDY and one or more 
ships while underway, or between INDY and a shore supply 
station. The latter took place when INDEPENDENCE passed 
closed by the Caribbean island of Barbados in early November 
1983, on her way from Operation Urgent Fury off the island 
of Grenada to the Mediterranean Sea. 
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month after 
squadr TEI 
g: SBD “Dauntless 
AD-2 ha The A-7B and A-7E 
squadron has operated from the decks of 15 aircraft carriers, 
making 33 major deployments to all parts of the world. 


Few naval aviation units can match the 42 years of service 
to the Navy and our country in the proud, “none finer” 
tradition of the VA-15 “Valions.” Commissioned as Torpedo 
Squadron FOUR (VT-4) aboard USS RANGER at Grassy 
Bay, Bermuda ofm™0 January 1942, the squadron saw its first 
action in North Africa during World War II. Flying the SBD 
Dauntless, the Valions participated in Operation Torch, 
which included strikes against enemy aerodomes, capital ships 


and submarines, as well as providing close air support for 
landing forces. In late 1943, VT-4 returned to its homeport 
of Boston, Massachusetts. 


In November 1944, the Valions, attached to USS BUNKER 
HILL, were sent to Saipan, where they engaged in strikes 
on Leyrte and Luzon. Following World War II, VT-4 moved 
to San Diego and was redesignated VA-2A. In October 1945, 
VA-2A deployed aboard USS PRINCETON for a cruise to 
Tsing Tao, China. PRINCETON was the last U.S. ship to 
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d China before the Communist takeover. In 1948, 
oni designation was again changed to Attack 
E N under a new designation system 
Department. 
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“CO! onthe! in deploymer 
April 1951. Oné"Year"Tater, the squadréf’ deployed again to 


the Mediterranean aboard USS WASP. On 11 June 1953, the 
Valions embarked aboard USS FRANKLIN  D. 
ROOSEVELT for another Mediterranean cruise. While 
aboard ROOSEVELT, VA-15 was awarded the Commander 
Naval Air Force, Atlantic Fleet Battle “E” for 1953. In 1954, 
the Valions made an around-the-world cruise with USS 
MIDWAY. 


In January 1957, the Valions were on board USS 
FORRESTAL for a deployment to the Med which was 
followed by a NATO North Atlantic cruise for Operation 
Strikeback. After a year of welcome rest, the Valions were 
back aboard ROOSEVELT for their sixth Mediterranean 
cruise, returning for a seventh in January 1960. 


President 
USS 
Central 


On 14 November 1960, an emergency call by 
Eisenhower had the _ Valions aboard 
SHANGRI-LA. The mission was to act as a 
American deterrent during 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Cuba. 
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VA-15 joined the Sixth Fleet for the eighth time in February 
1961 aboard ROOSEVELT. The squadron retu 

Air Station, Cecil Field in August 1961 to 
COMNAVAIRLANT Battle “E” for 1961. 


In February 1962, VA-15 was ma 

propeller-driven squadron 

powered cargier when the 

down U TERPRISE.,, Just. before. deploying gto the 
_  Mediterraneani ne CORR Gan La ROOSEVELT, the 
* “Valions received the C AVAIRLANT Battle “E” for the 
second consecutive year. In April 1964, ;, 
VA-15 once again deployed to the Med _ aboard 
ROOSEVELT. Although scheduled to transition to the A-6 
Intruder in 1965, the squadron instead transitioned to the A-4 
Skyhawk. On 1 April 1965, VA-15 deployed aboard USS 
INTREPID to Southeast Asia. While on station in the Gulf 
of Tonkin, the Valions flew 4,777 hours and 2,888 sorties 
without a combat loss. 


In late 1966, VA-15 transitioned to the A-4C and prepared 
for impending operations aboard INTREPID to take place 
May through November 1967. The squadron logged 4,356 
hours and 2,627 sorties, most of which were flown over North 
Vietnam. 


After a short stand-down, the Valions embarked on 
FORRESTAL for operations in the Med from July 1968 to 
February 1969. Upon returning from the Mediterranean, 
VA-15 was disestablished as an A-4 flying squadron on | June 


Valions deployed aboard 
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mm October 1975. WA-Ld transitioned.to theeA- ’ 
The Valions deployed to the Med aboard uss AMERICE 
in April 197 d-in June ede for a Se American 


The Valions again 
deployed with INDEPENDENCE to the Indian Ocean from 
November 1980 to June 1981. The squadron completed its 
21st Mediterranean deployment in December 1982 on board 
INDEPENDENCE, tasked as part of the multi-national 
peace-keeping force off the coast of Lebanon. 


Mediterranean deployment together. 


The Valions provided close-air support for the evacuation of 
1,000 Americans on the small Caribbean island of Grenada 
during October and November 1983, then moved on to the 
Eastern Med to complete the 1983-84 Mediterranean 
deployment with INDEPENDENCE. Early in March 1984, 
toward the end of the 1983-84 cruise, the squadron was 
informed that it had earned the 1983 COMNAVAIRLANT 
Battle “E” for light attack squadrons. 
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Inspections 


Inspections are a necessary part of the military, 
and they are also a chance for each sailor to get 
some special recognition, for during an inspection 
is an ideal time to reward a man for a job well 
done. During the cruise, sailors earned and were 
presented numerous Navy Achievement medals, 
Navy Commendation medals, and letters of 
commendation or appreciation. Others earned 
Surface Warfare or Air Warfare specialist 
designation during the cruise, and were presented 
these pins at special ceremonies. Still others were 
“frocked” to new rates, and were presented 
certificates authorizing them to wear the 
appropriate “crow” for their particular rating. 
The entire crew earned the Naval Expeditionary 
medal and the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
medal, as well as the Sea Service Ribbon, to 
decorate uniforms for homecoming. 
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1973-1974 


By the end of March all the shipyard 
work and repairs were completed and 
the INDEPENDENCE began retraining 
the crew for operations at sea. In June 
1973 the INDY would depart for another 
Mediterranean deployment, but in May 
INDEPENDENCE prepared for a very 
important visitor. 


President of the United States Richard 
Nixon, a former Navy man himself, 
delivered his Armed Forces Day address 
on the INDY. 


On June 21, the INDY left for the Med 
and relieved USS FORRESTAL. On this 
deployment the INDY visited Istanbul 
and Athens. Other important visitors of 
1973 included Miss USA Amanda Jones 
and former Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral G. W. Anderson. 


1974 began with the INDEPENDENCE 
back in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard for 
another post deployment availability. In 
March, the INDY departed the shipyard 
and proceeded to Pier 12. 


Following the refresher training, the 
ship departed for the Mediterranean in 
June. Ports visited on this cruise 
included Rota, Naples, Barcelona, 
Palma and Cannes. 


On September 8, the INDEPENDENCE 
aided in the search and recovery of a 
Trans World Airlines jetliner that had 
crashed. 


Special visitors to the INDEPEN- 
DENCE in 1974 included Secretary of 
Defense Schlesinger, Secretary of the 
Navy Middendorf, the Chief of Naval 
Operations Admiral Holloway and Mas- 
ter Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
Whittett. 
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1973-1974 


Vietnam peace pacts were signed in Paris and the last 
U. S. troop left on March 29, 1973. In that same year 
the military draft ended and Vice President Spiro T. 
Agnew resigned after being accused of tax evasion. 
A total ban on oil exports to the U. S. was imposed 
by Arab oil-producing nations in October of 1973, 
after the outbreak of the Arab-Israeli war. The ban 
was lifted in March, 1974. In the wake of the House 
Judiciary Committee’s impeachment recommenda- 
tions, President Gerald R. Ford, who had replaced 
the resigned Agnew, became the 38th President of the 
United States ... without ever being elected. 
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Attack Squadron ONE-SEVEN-SIX “was @ifmmissiaged 2 
June 1955 to fly the AD-L.“‘Skyraider.” VA-176 first deployed 
aboard USS RANDOLPH in 1956, making various 

deployments to the Mediterranean Sea in the ensuing 10 

years. The “Thunderbolts” were with U.S. forces during the 
Suez Canal crisis of 1956, the Nicaraguan turmoil of 1960, 
and the 1962 Cuban, Missile Crisis. 

In 1965, VA-176 deployed to Southeast Asia on board USS 
INTREPID via the Mediterranean Sea and the Suez Canal, 

' _ entering combat for the first time in.May 
Strike into South Vietnam. During , 1 the 
squadron. received worldwide publicity. w LT William 
Patton chalked up a confirmed “MIG” kill and LT James 

Wiley seored a scored’a second. possible. kill, with nearly 

_ obsolete A-1 propellor- -driven aircraft. VA- 176. received a 

mendation Award for egal 


In 1968, shortly afte nited States, VA-176 
began its transition to jet-age aviation with the Grumman 
A-6A “Intruder.” A long and colorful era came to an end as 
the Thunderbolts retired the last operational from 
the fleet. In August 1969, VA-176 joined its fourth sea-going 
home, USS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT, and made five 
deployments to readiness exercises and NATO operations. in 
July 1975 the squadron received the Battle “E” from 
C er, Naval Air Force, Atlantic Fleet for achieving thi 
f operational readiness of all East Coast 
be period 1 July 1974 to 30 June 197 
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LANT “Golden Mike” award for the finest internal 
communications program among all squadrons i in the Atlantic 
Fleet. ~- 
ee. 
The Thunderbolts made the traffsition t the more complex 
A-6E aircraft in late July 1975 and embarked aboard USS 
AMERICA for refresher training. in, Qctober 1975. By 
October 1976, VA-176 had completed its first Mediterranean 
depld¥ment d its new carrier and had exceeded six years 
of accident-free flying in thesA-6. In June 1977, the squadron 
wept on a sixeweek cruise to South America. The 
riWbderbotts made their last Mediterranean cruise on 
AMERICA from Septe 77 to April 1978..The year 
1977 ended with the Thunderbolts finishing runner -up for the 
Golden Anchor,Award, given for the best enlisted personnel 
retention rate.” The™ meee Oo moved aboard 
INDEPENDENCE in January 1979 “and made. another 
deployment to the Mediterranean ftom June to Deeember 
1979. In November 1980, VA- 176 again deployed Bboard 
INDEPENDENCE, this time to the Indian Ocean, 
remaining on “Gonzo Station” for six months, Again, in Jane 
1982, the thunderbolts deployed for six months aboard 
INDEPENDENCE, this time to the Mediterranean Sea. The 
deployment was characterized by an open-ended schedule as 
a resu to have battle-ready close-air support 
ins r U.S. Marine peace-keeping forces 
on. 


NE SEVEN-SIX consists of 27 officers 
nnel. The squadron maintains a 
“Tram” attack aircraft and four 
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Istanbul, Turkey came to be known as “The Port 
that Wasn’t.” While Istanbul promised a wide 
array of sights and sounds for the liberty hounds 


of INDEPENDENCE, relatively few members of 


the crew were able to enjoy the port. Indy 
anchored in Istanbul Harbor the evening of 06 
January 1984, but had to make a hasty retreat 
the following morning. Despite much _ prior 
planning, preparation, and anticipation of some 
excellent liberty, Indy had to cut her visit to 
Istanbul short. Duty called, and, as always, Indy 
answered promptly. Within a few days we 
were once again off the coast of Lebanon 
providing support for U.S. forces ashore. 
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CVW-6 Detachments at NAS Sigonella and NAVSTA Rota e oh 


provided the USS INDEPENDENCE CVW-6, COMC. 
GRU TWO combat team with forward staged 
replacement aircraft at a moments notice. 
Sigonella served as the forward staging point 
aircraft. The primary mission was 2 perio 
prevention and provide our combat te 
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GENERAL 
QUARTERS 


“General Quarters, General Quarters, all 
hands man your battle stations,” are the words 
heard over the 1MC as the crew of the 
INDEPENDENCE prepares the ship for 
battle readiness. 


Ready to take on any of the obstacles that may 
arise, the crew is prepared to combat the 
unknown circumstances that they may face. 
General Quarters is the way the crew prepares 
for self-defense. 


— 1973s-1 


1975-1976 


The INDEPENDENCE returned to 
Norfolk from the Mediterranean on 
January 21, 1975. Following the stan- 
dard repair and retraining cycle, 
INDEPENDENCE departed Norfolk 
October 15 for the North Atlantic and 
the ship’s eleventh Mediterranean de- 
ployment. 


Ports visited on this deployment includ- 
ed Rota, Portsmouth, Catania, Naples, 
Taranto, Genoa, Palma, Barcelona and 
Malaga. 


This deployment also included another 
trip north of the Arctic Circle. During 
this cruise, the INDY’s Commanding 
Officer, Captain Service and LT. Lind- 
quist of VA-65 recorded the INDY’s 
188,000th arrested landing in an A-6. 


With the USS McCLOY (FF-1038) 
looking on, USS AMERICA relieved the 
INDY and once again the INDEPEN- 
DENCE headed for Norfolk, arriving 
April 25. 


The INDY then entered the Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard for post deployment 
repairs. 
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1975-1976 


————————— LT 


The U. S. Merchant ship MAYAGUEZ and its crew 
of 39 was seized by Cambodian forces in the Gulf of 
Siam in May, 1975. During rescue operations U. S. 
Marines attacked Tang Is., and Cambodia surren- 
dered the ship and crew. The controversial 
kidnapping of Patty Hearst came to an end in San 
Francisco September 18, 1975. 1976 found an entire 
nation celebrating its proud heritage during the 
observance of America’s Bicentennial. 
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1977-1978 


January 1977 saw the INDEPEN- 
DENCE in Norfolk preparing for a 
March departure for the Mediterran- 
ean. The INDY relieved the USS 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT in the 
Med on April 12. INDY’s twelfth 
Mediterranean deployment was the first 
to include the new S-3 anti-submarine 
aircraft as part of the airwing. 


Ports visited by the INDY included 
Naples, Brindisi, Bari and Palma. On 
October 9, USS AMERICA relieved the 
INDY, and to show its appreciation the 
INDY crew presented the AMERICA a 
live pig. The INDY returned to Pier 12 
on October 21. 


On December 3 INDEPENDENCE 
entered the Norfolk Naval Shipyard for 
a lengthy, complex overhaul. 


The INDY left the shipyard September 
19, 1978. While there more than $90 
million were spent on the overhaul 
effort. 


In November, the INDEPENDENCE 
headed north for a goodwill visit to 
Boston. An estimated 70,000 Bostonians 
visited the INDY during the port call. 


1977-1978 


ee 


draft evaders in 1977; they numbered nearly 10,000. 

The U. S. Senate voted in April of 1978 to turn over 

the Panama Canal to Panama effective December 31, 

1999. And Congress passed the Humphrey-Hawkins 

‘ “full employment” bill October 15, 1978, which set a 
national goal of reducing unemployment to 4% by 
1983. 


President Jimmy Carter pardoned most Vietnam war | 


Oil from the Alaskan North Slope reached the port 
of Valdez in the trans-Alaskan Pipeline in July 1977. 
Massive blackout occurred in New York City. 


usé trrr- 
guished VF-32’s “Swordsmen” as the first supersonic 
fighter squadron in the U.S. Navy. While deployed aboard 
USS SARATOGA (CVA-60) as a unit of Carrier Air Group 
THREE, VF-32 participated in the Lebanese conflict of 
1958. During the Cuban Missile Crisis in late 1962, VF-32 
flew 96 sorties in support of photo reconnaissance flights, 
intelligence flights, and intelligence gathering missions. 


After returning from a 1965 Mediterranean deployment 
aboard SARATOGA, the squadron changed homeports 
from Naval Air Station, Cecil Field, Florida to Nival Air 
Station, Oceana, Virginia, and made the transition to the 
F-4B “Phantom II.” Also at this time, VF-32 detached from 
Air Group THREE, ending a relationship which had 
continued over 20 years, since the squadron's original 
commissioning. 


On 21 June 1966, as a component of Carrier Air Group 
ONE, the squadron embarked aboard USS FRANKLIN 
D ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) and sailed for Southeast Asia 
VF-32 flew 940 combat sorties during three line periods in 
five months, building a highly successful combat record, and 
losing no aircraft or aircrews 


In May 1968, VF-32 deployed aboard USS JOHN. F, 
KENNEDY (CV-67) for its maiden vovage, beginning a 
relationship that lasted over 10 years. In L971 the squadron 
received the Meritorious Unit Commendation for actions in 
support of Sixth Fleet operations during the Middle East 
Crisis 


Upon return from deployment in 1 VF-32 began the 
transition to the Fol4 “Tomeat.” VEOSY introduced the 
Tomeat to the East Coast and Oceana in July loT4, and 


terranean 
e first fleet 
setting the 


pe More embarked for the Med witi: 
: eployment saw VF-32 conduct the first 
Pst and evaluation of the new and highly successful 
Television Sight Unit. The Swordsmen also deployed with 
the new AIM-9L missile for its first fleet captive/carry 
evaluation. The mid-cruise missile exercise, “BUZ 
ZARDEX,” was another unqualified success with five Mach 
.5 missile presentations and five successful shots, utilizing 
both the AIM-54 Phoenix and the AIM-7F Sparrow missiles 
the best destruction and tracking data box score in the 
fleet. 


On 19 October 1979, VF-32 completed an unprecedented 
10 years of accident-free flying, setting a record unequaled 
by any other Navy fighter squadron. In those 10 years the 
squadron flew over 33,000 hours, with more than 17,000 of 


these hours in the F-14 ‘Tomeat air-superiority fighter 


Selection as the 1980 Admiral Joseph Clifton) Award 
recipient marked the Swordsmen as the best fighter 
squadron in the Navy, sustaining a 38 yvearrecord of similar 


accomplishments. “ 


In March 1981 the squadron réturned from yet another 
Mediterranean deployment aboard KENNEDY. A superb, 
accident free cruise was highlighted by the Swordsmen 
operating against real-world threats in some of the most 
challenging exercises in recent Sixth Fleet histor, 


1982 brought TARPS (Tactical Air Reeonnaissance Pod 
System) to VF-32, and along with it a wide variety ot 
high-interest reconnaissance missions, including prbrert ange 
raphy of “HARPOONEN’ 


harpoon missile strike 


a coordinated multt plattorm 


VES? is currently embarked aboard INDEPENDENCE 
as a component of Carrer Air) Group SIN, just 
completing the 1983-84 Mediterranean deployment 
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earning while deployed 

is achieved through the 

Program for Afloat Col- 
lege Education (PACE). Over 
the course of the 1983-84 
Combat Cruise, the crew of 
the Indy still managed to fill 
over 300 seats in assorted 
PACE courses offered. 


From courses in Real Estate 
to English Composition, the 
crew was taught by instructors 
flown onto the ship to help 
them earn college credits 
through the City College of 
Chicago. 


CPR Training 


tation (CPR) received a spectacular response from 


T he lifesaving training of Cardiopulmonary Resusci- 
the crew during this deployment. 


Several eight-hour sessions provided INDEPENDENCE 
crew members with the certification needed to aid those 
who may fall victim to a CPR-related emergency. Many 
Indy-men took the training to help them qualify as 
Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialists, further improving 
their own professional skills and knowledge. 


1979-1980 


January 4, 1979, the INDEPENDENCE 
left Norfolk and headed for Guantan- 
amo Bay to begin another cycle of 
preparations for a deployment. These 
workups include port visits to the 
Bahamas and St. Thomas. On February 
12, the INDY played host to Secretary 
of the Navy Edward Hidalgo. 


June 18 family members came on board 
and given the opportunity to see the 
INDY at sea for a day. Two weeks later, 
they stood and watched from the pier as 
INDY departed for its thirteenth 
Mediterranean deployment. 


During the cruise, the INDY visited 
Naples, Haifa, Palermo, Athens, Genoa, 
Toulon and Malaga. In early December, 
a blue-water turnover was conducted 
with the USS FORRESTAL and the 
INDY headed for Norfolk, arriving 
December 14. 


After another yard period and retrain- 
ing period the INDEPENDENCE was 
ready. In November 1980 for yet another 
deployment, this one to the Indian 
Ocean in support of Iranian/Afghanis- 
tan contingency operations. 


On November 29, while still enroute, the 
INDEPENDENCE initiated “shell- 
backs” as the ship crossed the equator. 


December 8, the INDY relieved the USS 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER and as- 
sumed duty patrolling “Gonzo Station”. 
The INDEPENDENCE celebrated 
Christmas 1980 at sea in the Indian 
Ocean. 


David Nivens, Shah of Iran 
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1979-1980 


Three words defined fear in America in 1979: Three Mile Island. The worst 
aviation disaster in U. S. history was documented on May 25, 1979, when a 
DC-10 jetliner lost its left engine shortly after take-off from O’Hare 
International Airport in Chicago, crashing near the runway and killing 275 
people. 1979 was the year Pope John Paul II visited the U. S. It was in 
_ November of 1979 that some 90 people, including 63 Americans, were taken 
hostage at the American Embassy in Teheran, Iran. President Reagan 
announced a grain embargo and Olympic boycott to retaliate against the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and on April 24, 1980, eight Americans were 
_ killed in an ill-fated attempt to rescue the hostages in Iran. 1980 saw Mount 
St. Helens erupt, Ronald Reagan was elected President and former Beatle 
John Lennon was gunned down outside his home in New York. 
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The participation of the USS 
INDEPENDENCE in Teamwork ’84 in the 


restless, frigid waters of the Norwegian Sea was’ 


proof of the diversity of the aircraft carrier. As 
flagship of the massive force of 150 ships, 300 
planes and over 40,000 troops, INDY/CVW-6 
displayed its flexibility in providing air support 
for the final amphibious landing while at the same 
time warding off threats above, below, and on the 
surface of the sea. The dedicated participation of 
all in one of the largest naval exercises in NATO's 
history reaffirmed the commitment to _ its 
northern flank against all enemies. Along with 
operations in Grenada and Lebanon, the 
INDEPENDENCE has shown the carrier has 
the versatility to work in all hostile environments 
with maximum efficiency. 
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During the final phase of the 
1983-84 Combat Cruise, the USS 
INDEPENDENCE was sent to 
the frigid waters of the North 
Atlantic to participate in one of 
the largest NATO exercises ever, 
“Teamwork ’84.” 


Consisting of 150 ships, 300 
planes and over 40,000 troops, the 
INDEPENDENCE performed 
as flagship of the overall opera- 
tion. 


The INDEPENDENCE provid- 
ed the major air arm needed for 
support of the amphibious assault 
in Norway while continuing to 
conduct air defense and anti- 
submarine operations. 


“Teamwork ’84” will also be 
remembered as the final phase of 
the cruise before the 
INDEPENDENCE began to 
head west for Norfolk. 
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ENGLAND 


After steaming in support 
of Teamwork ’84, the 
USS INDEPENDENCE 
was treated to its first 
port visit in almost two 
months. While exploring 
the Portsmouth area as a 
gateway to the rest of 
England, many INDY 
sailors were introduced to 
the hospitality of the 
people from Portsmouth. 
As everyone found out, 
Portsmouth was only the 
beginning of a wondrous 
port visit of great magni- 
tudes. 


mae. 
2 NWS. ae ees 


London greeted INDY crewmen with the big city 
atmosphere they had been missing since the beginning 


of our deployment. Mixing the legendary sights of 
Buckingham Palace and Big Ben with the discovery of 


McDonald’s and Pizza Hut made London a truly 


extraordinary place to see. Relaxing in one of London’s 


numerous hotels and shopping in the large collection of 
stores available gave INDY men the chance to take a dive 
into the latest English Fashion. Most of all, London was 
also the first slight taste of what home was going to be 
like, and that was just around the corner. 
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Only one word can describe England 
to the crewmembers of the USS 
INDEPENDENCE: magnificent! 
From the hustle and bustle of 
London to the mystical sights of 
Stonehenge, the INDY crew- 
members searched and pried at all 
the sights England had to offer. 
England turned out to be a country 
of contrasts. Ancient castles mixed 
into the scenery with ultra-modern 
buildings to show the progress the 
English have made through the 
centuries. The citizens of England 
were always eager and friendly to 
help the American sailor in every 
way possible. Our visit also reaf- 
firmed each of our country’s desire 
to help and learn about each other. 
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1981-1982 


The beginning of January 1981 saw the 
INDEPENDENCE on station in the Indian 
Ocean. When Iran released the American 
hostages on January 20, the INDEPENDENCE 
was on station, standing by ready to provide 
air support. 


February 2 the INDY arrived in Perth, 
Australia for some long awaited liberty. The 
INDY returned to station and remained at sea 
until April 2 when a visit was made to Port 
Louis, Maritious. 


The INDY remained on station until May 9 
when USS AMERICA arrived to relieve. For 
its role in the Iran/Afghanistan operations, the 
INDEPENDENCE was awarded the Navy 
Expeditionary Medal. Following the turnover 
with AMERICA, INDEPENDENCE became 
the first aircraft carrier to make a south- 
to-north transit of the Suez Canal since it was 
reopened. 


The INDEPENDENCE returned to Norfolk on 
June 10. In August, the INDY entered the 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard for a scheduled repair 
period. 


The INDY began 1982 at Pier 12 but in 
January began training cycle to prepare for 
another deployment. Following a Memorial 
Day fire, emergency repairs were effected and 
the INDEPENDENCE left Norfolk June 7 for 
its fourteenth Mediterranean deployment. 


Much of this deployment was spent in the 
Eastern Mediterranean in support of the U. S. 
Marine contingent of the multi-national 
peacekeeping force in Lebanon. Special Envoy 
to the Middle East Phillip Habib visited the 
INDY several times as he tried to negotiate a 
settlement in this troubled part of the world. 
The INDEPENDENCE was awarded the Navy 
Expeditionary Medal for its support of the 
peacekeeping forces. 


After an early December turnover with USS 
NIMITZ, the INDY arrived in Norfolk on 
December 22. 


1981-1982 


Minutes after the inauguration of President Reagan, 52 American hostages 
were winging their way to freedom. On March 30, 1981, Mr. Reagan was shot 
in the chest by would-be assassin John W. Hinckley, Jr., later found not guilty 
by reason of insanity. The world’s first reusable spacecraft, the space shuttle 
“Columbia”, was sent into space in April of 1981. 1981 marked the largest 
tax cut bill in U. S. history, air traffic controllers went on strike and so 
did major league baseball players. The U. S. imposed sanctions against Poland 

} in response to martial law and Soviet influence in martial law crackdown 

} prompted further U. S. reprisals. 1982 was the year of “ABSCAM”, and 

| “E.R.A.”. It was also the year when cyanide-laced Tylenol spawned extra 
cause for alarm at the pharmacy. In June of 1982, Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig resigned and Israel launched air strikes in Lebanon, leading 
to the creation of the Multinational Peacekeeping Force. 
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The momentous day arrived; and in the early morning hours 
INDY inched its way through the Chesapeake Bay to her 
resting place at Pier 7. Greetings from tugboats spraying 
multi-colored water and the throngs of families and friends 
on the pier, the INDY sailors couldn’t help but feel the 
excitement. Finally, after the first line was shot across; after 
INDY was nestled securely to the pier; and all the hoopla 
faded away, the cruise was over. It will be remembered for 
many things, but most of all as a symbol of American 
determination to pursue the ultimate goal of peace in the 
throes of a troubled world. 
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And when at length her course is run, 
Her work for home and country done, 
Of all the souls that in her sailed, 
Let not one life in thee have failed; 
But hear from heaven our sailor's cry, 
And grant eternal life on high! 

Navy Hymn 
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